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Abstract:

This study examines the challenges of political transition in the Arab world
through a comparative analysis of Tunisia and Egypt, two prominent cases that
experienced profound political transformations following the 2011 uprisings. The
study is based on the assumption that political transition paths in both countries
have been closely linked to the issue of political legitimacy, in terms of its sources
and mechanisms of reproduction, as well as the depth and seriousness of political
and institutional reforms. Adopting a comparative analytical approach, the




bl

research highlights similarities and differences between the two experiences,
focusing on state—society relations, institutional roles, and internal and external
influencing factors.

The study concludes that the faltering of political transition in Tunisia and
Egypt is largely due to the imbalance between the pursuit of legitimacy and the
implementation of genuine reforms, which has negatively affected political
stability and democratic prospects in both countries.

Keywords: Political Transition; Political Legitimacy; Political Reform;

Tunisia; Egypt.
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17 Carnegie Middle East Center, “Revisiting Arab Transitions”, Beirut 2022, pp. 22-30.
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