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Abstract:

Artificial intelligence (Al) has emerged as a transformative force with near-
ubiquitous applications, fundamentally reshaping digital societies and everyday

human engagement with technology, institutions, and knowledge systems. Yet
beneath its promise lies a critical paradox: Al risks perpetuating colonial
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continuities and epistemic hegemony through embedded biases and unequal
power structures in data, design, and deployment.

This paper interrogates whether Al can be reconceptualized—not as an
instrument of domination—but as a catalyst for epistemic justice and cultural
empowerment. It challenges the tacit assumption that machine intelligence must
conform to a Eurocentric epistemological framework, often implicitly coded as
“white” in its norms, values, and representational logics.

Guided by postcolonial theory, the study employs a critical-analytical
methodology to examine two interdependent dimensions: (1) AI’s dual capacity to
either reproduce or actively dismantle colonial epistemic orders; and (2) the
ethical and institutional frameworks required to center marginalized voices,
protect cultural specificity, and ensure equitable participation in Al development.
The analysis concludes that a genuinely emancipatory Al—one that transcends its
colonial entanglements—demands co-created ethical paradigms rooted in
epistemic pluralism, cognitive justice, and inclusive knowledge production.
Keywords: Al Ethics; Digital Colonialism; Epistemic Hegemony;
Postcolonial Theories; Algorithmic Bias; The Global South.
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