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Auxiliary Lexicographical Corpora between the Motives of

Lexicographical Craft and the Multiplicity of Patterns
Ghiras al-Asas by IbnHajar al-‘Asqalant as a Model
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Abstract

This study addresses an issue in Arabic lexicography: the study of corpora
compiled in the service of dictionaries for correction and supplementation. These
corpora represent a partial aspect of lexicographical work that has received limited
attention in contemporary research. The aim is to shed light on their contributions
to lexicographical texts, considering the multiplicity of patterns and motives behind

their compilation. The study examines a set of forms: addenda, commentaries,
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marginal notes, critical corpora, and abridgements, and outlines what we regard as
essential elements of their methods in lexicographical craft.

The discussion is not confined to theory; it includes an applied case study from
one of these forms, namely the dictionary Ghiras al-Asas by IbnHajar al-‘Asqalant, in
which he abridged Asas al-Balagha by al-Zamakhshari. The study analyzes the
lexicographical craft and the services IbnHajar provided, through this work, to the
parent dictionary.

Keywords: lexicographical crafts corpora¢ patterns:Ghiras:IbnHajar.
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