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Orbits of Cultural Consumption and Paths of Literary
Commodification in Zahra Dik's Novel “A Little Bit of Shame Is
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Abstract:

This article seeks to elucidate the relationship between textual production and
cultural production by examining the productive strategies through which
everyday practices are transformed into cultural commodities circulated within
distributional and positional systems shaped by the cultural specificities of
knowledge consumption across different social spaces. The study argues that
semiotic value has moved beyond pragmatic functions traditionally governed by
institutions of symbolic power, shifting instead toward mass media, whose dual
function positions it both as a mirror reflecting social reality and as a space where
discourses are generated and disseminated—oscillating between commercially
oriented, widely consumable content and more elitist productions deliberately

promoted through media and market mechanisms.

In her novel A Little Disgrace Is Enough, Zahra Deek undertakes a series of
aesthetic and ideological challenges aimed at asserting the presence and legitimacy
of women'’s creative expression within the cultural field. Through an intellectual
act of defiance, she carves out a distinctive place for herself and mobilizes several

mechanisms of textual commodification to achieve broader cultural reception.

Keywords :commodification; cultural consumption; visual fabrication; knowledge
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