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The Colonial Narrative and the Construction of the Self
A Reading of Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness
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Abstract

The colonial novel constitutes a narrative form that shifts away from
its purely aesthetic and artistic discourse toward a cultural discourse
intended to anchor Western centrality within the broader construction of its
expansionist imperial project. Among the literary works that exemplify this
tendency is Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, which foregrounds the
colonial figure as central while relegating the depiction of Africans to the
margins. This study therefore aims to interrogate and deconstruct these

representations, exposing their discursive foundations in order to elucidate
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the narrative logic of the colonial subject and the processes through which it
fashions its own identity.
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