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Abstract:

This study investigates the debate over the so-called al-huraf al-za'ida—
formally superfluous particles in Arabic grammar—through an analysis of
ImamFakhr al-Din al-Razi's methodology, focusing on the case of the prepositional
particle ba’ in the Qur'an. The issue of za'ida particles has long provoked scholarly
controversy among grammarians and exegetes since the earliest centuries. Some
scholars accepted the notion of formal superfluity, arguing that it is attested in
Arabic usage—and since the Qur'an follows the linguistic conventions of the
Arabs—they interpreted such particles as devices of emphasis or reinforcement.
Others, however, categorically rejected this view, maintaining that the Quranic
text contains no purposeless or non-functional elements.

In this context, al-Razi adopted a decisive stance, refusing to describe any Qur’anic
expression as superfluous, regarding such claims as incompatible with the
eloquence and inimitability of the Qur'an. His exegetical approach rests on a
composite methodology that integrates grammar, rhetoric, and interpretation: he
begins by citing the view that a given particle is za'ida, then critiques it, and finally
reinterprets the particle in light of one of its established functions in Arabic—such
as partition, adhesion, association, or emphasis. His strategies for refuting the claim
of superfluity are diverse, and this study surveys the principal methods he

employed.
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The research yields several key findings, foremost among them al-Razi's
insistence that every word in the Qur'an is deliberate and carries a specific
semantic or rhetorical function, and that attributing superfluity to the text
necessarily implies assigning purposelessness to divine speech—an implication
irreconcilable with its sanctity and rhetorical precision. Thus, al-Razi’s position
represents a rigorous scholarly orientation that combines linguistic, rhetorical, and
exegetical analysis, affirming both the miraculous nature of the Qur'an and the

perfection of its stylistic structure.

Keywords:
the prepositional particle ba’ in the Qur'an ¢ al-huraf al-za'ida¢ formal superfluity

in Arabic grammar ¢Fakhr al-Din al-Razi:Qur’anic exegesis ¢ semantic function.
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