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Abstract:

This study aims to approach the subject of Orientalism from the perspective of the
concept, its origins, and then its development by tracing the historical contexts in
which this cultural phenomenon emerged. It played a pivotal role in shaping
Western visions and perceptions of the East in general and the Islamic East in

particular. From the Middle Ages to the modern era, Europe contributed effectively
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to establishing the Orientalist movement as a fundamental focal point in cultural
relations between the East and the West. These diverse and successive relations
over time formed a space in which multiple, and sometimes contradictory,
atmospheres were mixed, from war to peace, from trade to culture, from dialogue
to estrangement, and even to collision in many cases. However, the
confrontational relationship has always represented the historical background and
cultural basis in the European collective memory. It is a malicious and aggressive
background in general that European Orientalism carried from its beginnings to its
end, relying on it and adopting it as a strategic weapon in order to achieve its goals
and objectives.
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