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The role of semantic fields in identifying lexical gaps between
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Abstract:

The theory of semantic fields is one of the most important theories in

semantic analysis. This theory criticized dictionaries based on the form of words,

assuring that meaning should be studied in relation to the entirety of meanings

close to it. It relies on the concept of the semantic field, which is a group of words

with interconnected meanings, grouped under a general term that encompasses

them.
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By comparing the semantic fields of different languages-such as the fields of
relatives and times of the day in Arabic and English-lexical gaps become apparent
in the dictionaries of these languages. These gaps occur when a meaning or
concept exists but there is no expression.

Keywords :

Semantic fields; lexical gaps; Arabic language; English language; relatives; times of

the day.
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cn> (Gorges Mounin) gligs 7z 9> 6,83 Leud &L Lyl g0l e dihus (3 dlasall
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«C'est Saussure qui est a I'origine de ce courant, lorsqu'il attire I'attention sur ce qu'il
appelle les rapports associatifs qui existent entre des unités telle que craindre,
redouter, avoir peur ... cette méthode est devenu celle qu’on désigne sous le nom de

construction de champs sémantique »"
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:(Lyons
«What has now come to be known as the theory of semantic fields (or field-theory)
was first put forward as such by a number of German and Swiss scholars in the
1920s and 1930s: notably Ipsen (1924), Jolles (1934), Porzig (1934), and Trier
(1934) »®
Gl e Bre Jo¥ copla-Jasmdl alas o A0V Jeamdl alaty o1 Bypmy e () 1
e eyl Oyl iy caldsyde @ nnsaidly QU slalall (e dcgaze
(1934) 11535 .(1934) 555 -(1934) sy .(1924) ]
Sl pabie By b 2als Gaiatdl (e poddl Tda I (a8l opall S 19
oo 1y 15 cnilien Lpas ooyl s @ls < Js81 Lels dusalll Lol oS 31
¥ aladly Ohlly (a216) aael Jdls Pladly coludl @ls el
¥l s ¥ asasll day @iy el qalall J) Yooy (2215)g,Lasd]
lalze ydie a3 ady ol 43Y1 1a Loy sl (2458)
:(Semantic field) J¥.JI Ja=tl 2.1
¥ Jasdl capad § LB Les
«Every word is involved in a network of associations which connect it with other
terms in the language, some of these associations are based on similarity of
meaning» ¥
oo pam Al § 6T Sl Ly @l Sldall (e Ay Ainie WS S O 1]
Y oladl e @3l ladall s s
:lgdy 48323 (Stephen Ullmann) ool oauiw Wi
«Alexical field is a closely integrated sector of the vocabulary which corresponds to

a particular sphere of experience. The elements of such afield deliminite each

other and derive their significance from their place within the system » ©)
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(a)Concrete and continuous fields- a typical example of such a field is the
system of colors.
(b)Concrete fields with discrete elements, which are already, separate in the non-
linguistic world.

(c)Abstract fields
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«The most fascinating and unexplored lexical gaps are those that shows up in
careful studies of the structure of semantic fields» ®
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Labdy Slb S Sols 35 bl J) DN 0 ea 0 ol (Pastiy G 58001
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Sadall (zall &3 Glardl &3 Slaadl fd Alal & alall e 48T Laldly
: (Relatives Field in English) &l=s¥! aalil § o, BY Ja=2.1.2
083 Ll e Agsloesdl) 2l 3 )Y Jam oS
= Mother: ‘;Yl
® Father: _¥I
= Brother: ‘é’\
" Sister: =Yl
= Son: ¢p¥|
* Daughter: 23|
* Husband: z 93!
" Wife: dx 93]
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= Grandmother: 52!

= Grandfather: JzJ|

" Aunt: JL| &3y pall &> 95 ey Ally deall e (3llas

" Uncle: DLl 7959 Aeall 795 (leg Jlly pall e 5llay

* Cousin  14Sy JLl Aulg padl diy) e 3llay LS JLl ol @adl ol e 3y
UL Ay L) ol e Aaall 2aly aadl ol e

" Niece: =¥ 4iylg 'Cil\ ER

® Nephew: 791 auylg 31 ¢yl

* Granddaughter: sua=]!

® Grandson: dazll

® Great-grandmother: (¥ 83>

= Great-grandfather: ¥ J1>

® Great Aunt: Qﬂj—’y‘ ol -Uls gf-dke

® Great Uncle: (pg¥l uxi-Jls ol-e

" Great Niece: 4u¥| of o ¥1 - 3?-'11 Ll

® Great Nephew: 4¥| of ¥ -csf gl-31

® Great-granddaughter: suua=!l of sas!l 4ol

® Great-grandson: suua=ll of duas oyl

" Mother-in-law: (x> 93| a1 5019)5Les]!

® Father-in-law: ((uz 9301 >l Wlg) ezl

= Sister-in-law: 'i)ll i>95 9l z95! S|

= Brother-in-law: =.s¥! cjjji >93] ‘CT

® Daughter-in-law: ;¥| 4> 9

® Son-in-law: &Y 7 93

= Step-mother: _¥| &> 9}

* Step-father: 331 7 9

= Step-brother: ;;2!\ ijji N A 95 ol

® Step-sister: 591 7 95 of Y1 Az 95 Ay
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Step-son: !
Step-daughter: : 4. ]|
Half-brother: 3,24l 12 #¥)
Half-sister: 4.3 &) e ¥l
Godmother:al;all
Godfather: w3l
Goddaughter: Li-lay 231 48Me
Godson: :say oY1 45Sle
Foster mother: zsJssdl Llabs (ol Jalay B85 suad 315l
Foster father: & sJgudl alabs puu Jabay Gage gany U2,y
Foster sister: Lus =l alilatl 4l
Foster brother: Lus =)l ailall 4yl
Foster son: dual> dlile ae dayng o3 Mg
Foster daughter: Zisl> 4lile = Loy o3 5lis
Adopted mother: &ually 21
Adopted father: : &l Y
Adopted sister: Guilly sl
Adopted brother: &l ¥
Adopted son &l oY
Adopted daughter: 3Gl 4|
Second cousin: gl us e gl ol
Third cousin:cpllsll usi ae cpl ool ol
Clan: 3yl
Tribe: al 3l
amll & 59 858l oy la¥1 Balall {)Ls 3,Ladlly Aul,all g il L Ul p2 J)
Ly Boled ol T Al 2500
rdgpdomi| Aoyl Aeazmall Silg=all 3.1.2
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® Early Morning: It starts from 2 am and remains before the sunrise.
® Dawn: The time when the sun rises is known as dawn. It remains between 5:30
to6am.
® Morning: It starts after the sunrise. It starts at 6 am and remains till 9 am .
® Late Morning: The late morning starts at the 9 am and remains till 11:59 pm.
® Noon or Midday: It is at 12 pm. This is also known as Midday.
= Afternoon: The time between 12:30 and 4 pm.
= Late Afternoon: Itis from 4pm to 5 pm.
® Early Evening: Itis from 5 pm to 6:30 pm.
® Dusk: Itis around the sunset.
® Evening: Itis from 5 pmto 9 pm.
® Late Evening: Itis from 9 pm to 11:59 pm.
® Night: Itis from 9 pm to sunrise.
* Midnight: midnight is from 12 am to3 am.
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