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Abstract
Since the middle of the last century, the Arab criticism has witnessed
openness to the Western criticism. During that era, the Arabic critical discourse
experienced a movement of reception andtranslation of some Western critical

methodologies and terms. Among these methodologies and critical terms is
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‘semiotics’. The critical term of ‘semiotics’ likeother terms, has welcomed by critics
and translators, and more efforts were made to translate it. This created a kind of
multiplicity of the term and the concept too, resulting in ambiguity, vagueness, and

confusion.

This study, therefore, seeks to discuss and understand the concept of
‘semiotics’ in its Western context. Then, to proceed with its problems in the Arabic
critical context. This study also attempts to identify the fundamental endeavors that

led to the emergence of such a crisis.

Keywords :critical term ; term construction ; semiotics ; multiplicity of the

term ; multiplicity of the concept.
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