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Abstract

This article examines Amold J. Toynbee's influential theory of “challenge and response,” which explains the reasons behind the rise and fall of civilizations by focusing on the U.S. post-9/11
attempts to bring about change in the Islamic world. It aims to place Toynbee's theory inamodern context by exploring the fusion of the pastand the present. The U.S. has presented a challenge
tothelslamicworldbyinfusingits culture,throughthe mechanism of cultural hegemony, intothe fundamental aspects of Islam as both a religion and a way of lfe. The continuous influx of
American cultural products has given rise to a new social orderthatsignificantly diverges from Islamicvaluesand closely approaches American ones. Muslims are grappling with feelings of
inferiority and an identity crisis, stemming from the lack of leadership and a culture of creativity. However, itis important to acknowledge that the path towards Americanization does not
necessarily align with Toynbee's perspective on the ultimate decline of civilizations. While Muslims may face challenges, the essence of Islam remains resilient and enduring. To address these
challengesand promote growth and prosperity, Muslims are encouragedtoreconnect with the fundamental principles of Islam.
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Résumé:

Cetarticle examine la théorie d’Amold |. Toynbee du « défi-réponse », qui explique les raisons de Iessor et de [a chute des civilisations ense concentrantsurlestentatives des Etats—Unisaprésles
événements du 11septembre pour changerle monde Islamique. | ‘article doncvisea placerlathéorie de Toynbee dans un contexte moderne enexplorantlafusion dupasséet du présent. Les Etats-
Unis ont lancé un défi au monde lslamique en infusant leur culture, par le biais du mécanisme de hégémonie culturelle, dans les aspects fondamentaux de Islam en tant que religion et mode de vie.

L'afflux continu de produits culturels Américains adonné naissance dunnouvel ordre social quis écarte considérablement desvaleursIslamiquesetse rapproche
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étroitement de celles des Américaines. Les Musulmans sont aux prises avec des sentiments d'infériorité et une crise d'identité, résultant du manque de leadership et d'une culture de créativité.
Cependant, il estimportant de reconnaitre que la voie vers 'américanisation ne correspond pas nécessairement ala perspective de Toynbee sur le déclin ultime des civilisations. Mémesi

les Musulmans sont confrontés a des défis, lessence de Islam reste résiliente et durable. Pour relever ces défis et promouvir la croissance etlaprospérité, les Musulmanssontencouragésarenouer
aveclesprincipesfondamentaux de!'lslam.

Mots clés : Amold Toynbee, a théorie du défi-réponse, hégémonie culturelle américaine, le Monde lslamique, 11 Septembre.

' Corresponding Author: MERAH Fahima

1. Introduction

Arnoldjoseph Toynbee usedthe term “challenge andresponse”in his monumental twelve-volume work, AStudlof History, providing and explaining the factors behind the rise and
fall of civilizations. The concept of “challenge” indicates various types of threat that groups of people are subjected to, while “response” signals the strategies adopted by the same peopletocope
withthe newsituationinthe hope ofattainingsurvivaland prosperity. Toynbee's “challengeand response” theary is remarkably expansive, as it can be applied to a wide range of phenomena.
This framework serves as a valuable schema. thatcanhelpinunderstandingcontemporaryinterational eventsandissues thatcontinue tofuel heated debates. The 9/11
attacks on the United States and the subsequent events that unfolded serve as a prime example of the “challenge and response” theory. The American reaction to these events has reverberated
throughout the years. In an effort to face terrorism and - extremismin the Islamic world, the U.S. not only resorted toviolence but also embraced a far-reaching endeavor toimpose ts cultural
hegemonic policies. Thisillustrates howthetheory can beappliedtounderstandthe complex dynamics atplayin international affairs. The United States has long held the beliefthat it
possesses a uniquestatus anda distinct mission.
Throughoutits history, it has adopted and implemented various strategies to establish and maintain its global dominance across — political, military, economic, and cultural domains. This pursuit of
aglobal monopoly has shaped the actions and policies of the United States fromits earliestdays tothe present.

Theendofthe ColdWarandthe collapse ofthe SovietBlochadaprofoundimpact onthe United States, ignitingits desire to establish itself as the supreme power and assert its unilateral
dominance. This period marked a significant shiftin American foreign policy, as the U.S. sought toshape the global landscape according toits own interests. The events of /11 significantly

bolstered thisambition, asthe United Statesspecificallysingled outMuslims andlslamas part ofits broaderagenda. This encompassed not only military operations but also the propagation of

cultural hegemony. The longing to exertits influence on a globallevelhas emergedasadefiningattribute of Americanforeign policyinthe21 stcentury.
2 Amold]. Toynbee's Challenge and Response Theory: An Analytical Profile
ArnoldJoseph Toynbee s one of the most devoted scholars tothe philosophy of modern history and his works have inspired entire generations of philosophers, historians and

sociologists. His primary objective was to solve the mysteries of
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humanlifethrough both timeandspace’. Toynbee hadauniversal andglobal perspective of history. By providingaholistic synthesis, he had successfully discussed all ages and places ever

known to humanity in anew and different framework he called “challenge and response”.

2.1 Challenge and Response: The Cornerstone of Toynbee's Studyof History

Amold Joseph Toynbee (1889-1975) was a prolific and highly influential English
writer. His scholarly contributions are significant in terms of both breadth and depth. For over six decades, he dedicated his life - tothestudy of historyandservedasaperceptive commentator
oninternational relationsand politics. He hasastaggering number of approximately 3000 publications (Hall 2014,p.23). However, Toynbee s mostrenownedforhis magmumapus A
Study of History, a twelve-volume work that left an indelible mark on the field of historical theory. In fact, Whittaker Chambers, an American writer and editor, hailed it as “the most provocative
work on historical theory written in England since Karl Marx's Capral’ (Whitman, 1975).

Toynbee's “Challenge and Response” theory is widely regarded as the theoretical cornerstone of his monumental work, A Stucly of History. This theory is based on the premise that every
civilization or culture encounters a series of challenges or obstacles throughout ts existence (Kerslake, 2008, p. 18). Toynbee posited that the way a civilization responds to these challenges
determines its growth or decline. In his analysis, Toynbee emphasized thatif a civilization faces minimal challenges and easily obtains all the resources it needs for sustenance, there s lttle

incentive for cultural evolution or the development of problem-solving techniques. On the other hand, when a civilization encounters significant challenges, itis compelled to adapt and evolve

inorder to overcome them (Lewicki, 2017, p. 73).

2. 1 CreativityandLeadership: TheFuelof Civilizational Growthand Decline

Every society, when considered as a unified entity, faces a succession of obstacles throughout ts lfe cycle. However, not everyone within the society is burdened with the responsibility of
surmounting these challenges. As a matter of fact, “particular individuals and minorities are called upon to undergo ‘ordeals which permit them to solve these evolving problems” (Kerslake, 2002,
p.18). Through his theory of “challenge and response,” Amold Toynbee describes andexplains the processes by which civilizations experience both growth and decline. He identifies
leadership and creativity as the most crucial factors contributing to the survival and advancement of a civilization. In essence, the development of a civilization is contingent upon the manner in
whichitsleaders confrontandaddress challenges. Toynbee postulatesthatthe process of respondingtochallengesiscarried outby creative leaders within asociety (O'Hagan, 2002, p.88).
Thecreative leadersare surroundedbyagroupknownasthe
creative minority” or “the elite." This creative minority comprises individuals who possess special skills and abilities. Their roleis - to inspire and influence the majority of society to embrace or
imitate their actions and deeds. Toynbee's primary objective was to establish the notion that all civilizations follow a similar trajectory or destiny. He argued that a civilization experiences growth
and progress when its members actively engage in providing “creative responses” to the challenges they encounter (Toynbee, 1946, p. 296). The functioning and survival ofa civilization are

contingent upon the presence of creativity. When creativity
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ceases to exist within a civilization, the civilization itself begins to decline. This decline can be attributed to a combination of factors, including violence and a diminishing capacity for creative
responses. A civilization moves from being “an atomized social and political organization” to “a universal state”. Ruined by “barbarians without and new religions within”, a “universal state”
operates “only as a period of uncreative stability” until the civilization dies (Hall, 2003, p. 394).

Thegrowth of acivilization relies onthe dynamic relationship between the "inert majority” andthe “creative minority."
Toynbee posited that when the "inert majority" imitates and follows the lead of the “creative minority," the civilization experiences growth and progress. However, the breakdown of a
civilization occurs when the “creative minority” loses s creative power. Toynbee (1946) identified a serious symptom of civilization disintegration, which he referred to as “the
tendency of the creative minority to degenerate into a dominant minority" (p. 428). This social phenomenon indicates a shift in the nature androle ofthe creative minoritywithinacivilization.

3. 9/Mandthe Challenge of American Cultural Hegemony

Inthe pastfour decades,there has beenanotable surgein passionate discussionssurroundingtheintricate relationship between culture and hegemony. This surge hasgivenrise toanew

wave of scholarlyinguiry, wherein researchers endeavorto explore and analyze the interplay between these two topics, collectively known as cultural hegemony. The rapid global
dissemination of American culture duringthelate 20th andearly21%! centuries hassparkedasense of curiosity andinterest among numerous academics. The 215" century was inaugurated

by the September 1 1th attacks which marked a new phase in the United Statesendeavorstoreshape the cultural world order. Since that day, American cultural hegemony has been usedto
remold Islamic traditions, institutions, and practices. In other words, the United States has actively embraced a long-standing projectaimedatwesternizinglslamandimplementingamultitude of

reforms.

3. 1 TheSheriffofaGlobalized Village: Propagating American Culture

The widespread influence of American culture, often referred to as Americanization or globalization, has captured the attention of scholars fromvarious disciplinesseekingto
understanditsimpactonsocietiesaroundtheworld (Shimemura, (2002), Beck, Sznaider, Winter, (2003), Nurullah, (2008). The theory of culturalimperialismorcultural hegemonyis
often employed to describe the increasing impact of the United States and its commercial media system worldwide during the Cold War. As the twoleading powers, the United States and
the Soviet Unionsought to persuade and convince other nations to embrace their respective socioeconomic systems (Sussman, 2021, pp. 70-71). In their work “Cultural Imperialism
Theories,” Rodrigo Gomez Garciaand Benjamin Birkinbine arguethat cultural imperialism orhegemony expose howAmerican culture s propagated andimposed on other developing
countries. This occurs through theinfluence of American communication and media corporations, specific media products with their imagery and messages, as well as the expansion of the
private model of themediasystem(2018,p.1).

American cultural hegemony is not anew phenomenon; it can be traced back to the
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earliest days of America's foundation. Itis bred by whatis known as the American “exceptionalism,” which s built upon the principle of considering the American culture as exemplary—an
ideal modelforthe rest of the world to follow (Walt, 2011). The discourse surrounding American exceptionalism has undergone a transformation throughout history, transitioning from the

perception of the United States as a “redeemer nation” to its role as a “conqueror of the world's markets,” and ultimately

evolving into a “global security state” in the 21 st century (Pease, 2007, pp. 108-111). This shiftin perception can be attributed to significant events, particularly the Septemberﬂth attacks, which
marked aturning pointin the nation’s approachto global security.

Americancultural hegemonyhas beenfurtheramplified andstrengthened duetothe rapid pace of technological advancements, particularly in the field of telecommunications. These
advancements have facilitated a more efficientand pervasive dissemination of American culture, resulting in an increased and far-reaching influence worldwide. The United States dominates
the flow of ideas and information in the current global arena, exerting a monopolistic control over this crucial aspect of international discourse. American television, music,and software have
become readily available and easily accessible to individuals worldwide. This accessibility has facilitated the operation of American cultural hegemony, primarily through multinational
corporations suchas McDonald's, Coca Cola, Hollywood, Disneyland, KFC, and many others. These companies play asignificant role in disseminating and promoting American culture
onaglobalscale (Aggarwal, Knudsen, Maamoun (2009), Belkhayr (2012), Sayfo (2018). Theinfluence of Americanpopular culture extendsfar beyondits borders, exertinga global sway
and evoking a profound resonance overseas.

Asasuperpower, the United States has embarked ona mission toshape ahomogenized andinterconnected worldthatis influenced by the American cultural mindset. The United States
leverages the process of globalization to disseminate its lifestyle and consumption patterns worldwide through various means. Tools suchas mass media, motion picture industry, music,
cultural exchanges, trade, tourism, and parterships are used to spread American cultural influence on a global scale. While globalization s often portrayed by its advocates as a means toshare
ideas, offer opportunities, and promote democracy and freedom globally, there are arguments that itis used as aninstrument to restructure the world according to American cultural and
idealogical specifications (Nurullah, 2008, p. 46). Globalization is often described as “the cumulative processes whereby the - culturaltraits of the dominantgroup becomesthe powerful one,and
isbeingtransmittedandassimilatedbylessergroups” (Nurullah, 2008, p.46). This perspective suggeststhatglobalizationserves asamechanismthroughwhich the culturaltraits of the

dominant group, in this case, the United States, become widespread and influential, while other groups assimilate and adopt theseculturaltraits.
3. 2 9/11 and the Spiraling towards Intensive Measures in the Islamic World: The Increase of AmericanCulturalHegemonicPolicies

The day of September 1 1M 2001 wilforeverbe rememberedasadarkchapterinthe history of the United States. The events that unfolded on that fateful day marked a significant tuming

point, announcing the end of an era and the start of a new
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one.Theshockingability ofindividualstobreach Americanbordersandcarry outdevastatingattacks oniconicbuildingsinthe heartof New York City sowed seeds of skepticism, fear, and

distrustinthe hearts of every single individual. Since the tragic events of September 1 1th,2001,lslam and Muslims have indeed occupied asignificant space in American news and public
discourse. The9/11attacks hada profoundimpactonworld politics, particularlyinrelationtoAmerican-Muslimrelations. In the words of George W. Bush, they signaled “a fundamental
transformation of history that took place in history” (Pease, 2007, p. 112).

The fearof slamin the United States has been atopic of discussion and analysis. Some
arguethatthe Americangovernmentand massmedia have playedarole inignitingandfuelingthisfear. Itisimportanttonote thatthisisacomplexissue withvarious perspectives andfactors
atplay.The post-/11erahas undeniably been marked by instances of religious bigotry against Islam and Muslims. This can be attributed, at least in part,to the dissemination of hateful
statements by high-ranking politicians and media outlets with a wide-reaching audience base. In an article titled “Neo- Orientalism and the Neo-Imperialism Thesis: Post-9/11 US and Arab
World Relationship,” Mubarak Altwaiji presents the argumentthatthe year 2001 marked the beginning of "acentury of practicing symbolic power onthe perpetrators, the Arab world."
Altwaiji's analysis suggests that the events of 9/11 had far-reaching implications for the relationship between the United Statesandthe Arabworld,leadingtoashiftinpower dynamicsandthe
emergence ofaform of neo-imperialism. Altwaiji suggests that this symbolic power, or what is known as soft power, “refers to a power used by the empire to create a hegemonic version of
reality” by producing “distorted images of dominated people” (2014, pp.313-314).

Backwardness,terrorism, and extremism were used as pretexts to impose American culture on Muslim-majority countries. The post-9/11 erahasseen discussions and debates regarding
callstoreformlslam andmoldthe Islamic worldinto a globalized version of the United States by instilling American ideals and practices to contain terrorism. The West, particularly the United
States,seeks toimpose radical changes onthe Islamic world and break away from the basic teachings of Islam. After 9/11, the United States adopted a cultural hegemonic strategy toserve its
owninterests and promote regional order. This strategy involvesthe exertion of cultural influence andthe promotion of American values andidealsin Muslim-majority countries.

The United States leveraged its global culturalinfluence to strengthen its economy. The American administration recognized that promoting American culture would generate
increased demand forits products, thereby leading to economic - prosperity. The desire to emulate American culture makes consumers eager to readily adopt any products that originate from
the land of opportunities. The United States turned 9/11into an economic opportunity to expand global trade in general and the American one in particular. (Brainard, 2001). American Trade
Representative Bob Zoellick emphasized the significance of trade in the fight against terrorism, and President Bush himself expressed supportfor this notion when he openlystated, ‘the
terrorists attacked the World Trade Center and we will defeatthem by expandingand encouragingworld trade” (Brainard, 2001).

The aftermath of 9/11 triggered a heated debate on the concept of “soft power,” which refers to the ability to shape and influence the preferences of others (Nye, 2004, pp.7-8). The

expansion of American culture on the global stage reflectsthe
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implementation of soft powerstrategies by the White House, aimingto moldthe culturalvalues and preferences of other countries, particularly those in the Arab and Islamic world. Liberal
ideologists argue that utilizing soft power is the most effective approach for the United States to exercise and exert ts “global imperium.” They believe that by shaping the cultural values and
preferences of other countries, especiallyin the Arab and Islamic world, the United States can promote its own interests and maintain its cultural dominance. Even radical critics considerthe
invasion of Iraqa giant and necessary step towards clearing

“the ground for the success of soft power in the Middle Fast” (Aysha, 2004, p. 245) by turning Iraq into  role-model for other Araband slamicnationstofollow.

RichardHaass, the State Department’s Director of Policy Planning, declaredin December 2002 that pastadministrations had allowed the Middle East to become a “democratic
exception,” thus creating fertile ground “for extremists and terrorists who target Americaforsupportingtheregimes underwhichthey live.” Inhisaddresstoinaugurate The United States-
Middle East Partnership nitiative (MEPI),Secretary of State Colin Powellemphasizedtheimportance of reformingeducationandthe economy, empowering women, developing the private
sector, and promoting civil society. Powell argued that after 9/11, it was determined that it was "not in the U.S. interests..or that of Muslims, for the United States to continue this exception” (qtd. in
Aysha, 2004, p.246).

English language is used as an effective means by the United States to infiltrate non-English speaking countries, particularly inthe Araband slamicworld, with theintentionof
manipulating people’s consciousnessandexerting control overthem.

Followingthe events of 9/11, the American governmentinitiated a highly objectionable campaign against Muslim and Arab nations, advocatingfor reformsacrossvarioussectors, notably
ineducation. Theseeducational reforms seektoshape pro- American Muslim elites, enabling the United States to establish a stronger presence in the Islamic world. These calls for change stem
from the American belief that the Arab and Islamic educational systems played a significant role in shaping the ideological orientations of the attackers. The validity of these claims is reinforced by
the fact that ifteen of the hijackers hailed from Saudi origins.

Accordingto Sohail Karman, the teaching of English is a meticulously devised program cemented with the objective of de- IslamizingIslamic countries. This agenda is underpinned by the
motto of ‘lessslam, more English.” Arabic, being the sacred language of Muslimsasitis the language of Quran shouldbe preservedandsafeguarded. As per Karmani, the implementation of
intensive English-based educational programs and the substantial increase in investments in this domain have resulted in the marginalization of Arabic. Inessence, the relentless imposition of
English hasfosteredthe perception that Arabicis an inferior language incapable of fulfilling modern global requirements. Concerns are mounting regardingthe heavy reliance on English
which may ultimately lead to the Anglicization of the educational system or the dissemination of the cultural values of English- speaking nations atthe expense of Arabicand Islamic culture
(Karmani, 2005, pp.88-93).

Inapapertitled“English Language Textbooks andPortrayal of Culture:Acontentanalysis," AbdRashidand Ibrahim conducted an examination of the religious and socio-cultural

content within the English language teaching program utilized at
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the International Islamic University of Malaysia. They affirmed that “itis exceedingly challenging for teaching materials to remain socio-culturally neutral because they inherently express a
social orderand value system, whether implicitly or explicitly.” The findings of their study confirmed that the English language textbooks appeared to present the value system and social order of
the Judeo-Christian tradition in a favorable light, while portraying Islam and Muslims in a negative manner. Both scholars emphasizedthat “prolonged exposure to negative depictions of
Islam and Muslims in Englishlanguage teaching
textbooks, withoutthe guidance ofexperiencedteachers, may erode the worldviewand Agidah of the students.” Upon analyzing the textbooks, it became evident that there was a noticeable
subjective and biased representation of non-lslamic cultural values in general, and American cultural values in particular, “at the expense of Arab-Islamic culture, as no unit discussed Arabs or
Muslims” (2018, p.5). The perpetuation of negativeimages about slam and Muslims, particularlyinthe aftermath of 9/11 through films, news media, and various television programs,
coupled with sweeping generalizations, has had a detrimental psychologicalimpacton Muslims andtheir culture, fosteringskepticismand raising questions about many cherished cultural
Muslimvalues.
4. ThelslamicWorld'sResponses: The Pathtowards Americanization

Islam, as a social religion, emphasizes the importance of collective life and discourages individualism. Islam is characterized by adynamicsense of moderation, harmonizing boththe
material andspiritualaspects of human personality. Contraryto Western perceptions, lslam is not static but rather exhibits a dynamic pattern. Itis a value-laden religion that encourages
authenticity and originality, rejecting mere imitation (2008, p.47). On the other hand, Wester culture is often described as a value-free or open culture, focused on pursuing material pleasures
and easily accessible content. While the Islamic religion governs and guides its followers in matters of spirituality, lfestyle, and governance, the Western culture, under the influence of the United
States, primarily relies on rationality alone. It is important to note that Islamic principles incorporate both religious and rational elements (p.47). Consequently, the United States, throughits

cultural hegemony, is seen as contributing tothe transformation of the world into a secular globalized village, devoid of religious values, with Muslims being no exception to thistrend.

4.1 Thelncrease of American-Flavored Media Production and Consumptionin the Islamic World

Muslim and Arab nations such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and Morocco have adapted
American-English animated cartoons into their respective dialects. This pracice of using native languages serves tostrengthen  theinfluence of Disney“overArabconsumers asitfacilitates
theassimilation of cultural messagesandvalues conveyedin these animated films. When expressed i their mother tongue, children are more likely to identify with the mediated animated
images” (Belkhyr, 2012, p. 707). This process of identification goes beyond mere admiration for the heroes portrayed; children mayalsoadopttheirway oflife, includingfashion choicesand

dietary preferences,asadvertised onbothnational and international Arab TV channels (p.710).
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Considering Islamic media, the absence of influential platforms has allowed for a significantimpact from the unfiltered influx of cultural products on Muslims and Arabs. One
prominentexample sthe MBC Company, which stands asthe “largest and leading media company in the Middle East and North Africa” with a primary focus on entertainment (MBC Group,
2003).

Overthe span ofthree decades, the companyhaslaunched numerous channels cateringtoviewers of llages, operating more than 20 free-to-air TV channels and radio stations. According to
Walid bin lbrahim Al brahim, the chairman of MBC group, their objective stoshape the future of broadcasting by providingaudiences withthe latesttrends and captivating programming
(MBCGroup, 2023). However, the majority of MBC group channels predominantly showcase Hollywood movies, American-like TV programs such as Arab Idol, the Voice, X Factor, and ET in
Arabic, which failto reflect and uphold Islamic values. Despite this, the MBC group, being a Saudi conglomerate, holds avast viewer database, as millions of Arabs and Muslims avidly

consume andabsorbthe broadcasted programs, along with theiraccompanying culturalimplications.

4,2 Americanizing Islamic Culture: The Infiltration of English and the Re-shaping of the EducationalSystem

English (the American form) has emerged as the language of choice for the educated and affluent individuals, not only in Saudi Arabia but also in various Islamic nations like Egypt, UAE,
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, and more. In today’s society, people in these countries actively incorporate English into their daily conversations, driven by the belief that it signifies prestige and
modernity. The benefits of learning English, or any foreign language for that matter, are undeniable. The Islamic faith itself promotes a thirstfor knowledge and encourages an open-minded
approach. However, this pursuit of knowledge should not come at the expense of Islamic values and principles. Unfortunately, Arabic, the sacred language of Quranand the bearer of a rich
cultural heritage, is gradually being overshadowed and disregarded by both the elite and the general population, as they succumb to the allure of modern American culture.

Inan article published by 77 Washington Postiitled“QatarReshapesits Schools, Putting English overlslam,” Susan B.

Glasser (2003) uncovers Qatar's post-9/11 strategy of prioritizing English education over Islamic studies. This shift is evident in the establishment of branches of renowned American
universities like Carnegie Mellon (business school) and Cornell (medical school) in Qatar, as well as educational reforms in public schools. The impetus for these changes came from a group of
experts from RAND's headquarters in California, who advocated for a thorough review of the existing educational system and curricula in primary and secondary schools, with the aim of
implementing radical changes.

The article further highlights concerns that the educational system in Qatar, and the broader Gulf region, promotes fanaticism, intolerance, and even espouses the ideological inclinations
of Osama Bin Laden. This contentious issue has sparked heated debates, particularly in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. In response to the fact that 15 of the 19 hijackers involved in the 9/11 attacks
hailed from Saudi origins, Saudileaders issued trictinstructions fora comprehensive review of textbooks atall levels. The abjective was to identify and purge themes that could potentially

propagate extremism. As a result of this review, it was determined that approximately 5 percent of the content needed purification. Inthis context, Mohammad Salem Sabah, the
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Kuwaiti Minister of Foreign Affairs, remarked, “September 11th

crystallized our thoughts..it’s a necessity-driven agenda”  (Glasser, 2003). This statement underscores the urgent need for
comprehensive reforms in education and curricula, takinginto accounttheevolvinggloballandscape andtheimperative tocounterextremistideologies.

Theadoption of English as aglobal language by Saudi Arabia, known as the leader and defender of the Islamic faith, has had a profound impact. In the country, English has gained the
status of a “semi-official” language, on par with Arabic. Television and radio programs are now broadcasted in both English and Arabic, while newspapers, signs, and public notices are commonly
presentedinbothlanguages. Withinthe Saudieducationalsystem, English holdsasignificant positionasitisthe onlyforeign language taughtinschools and serves asa coreintroductory
course forall majors in Saudi universities (Alsolamy and Saaty, pp. 4-5). This shifttowards English underscores the evolving linguisticlandscape in Saudi Arabia anditsimplicationsfor both
educationandcommunication.

The currentcultural trendsreflectthe profoundimpact of American culturalinfiltration on Arabsand Muslims. The rapid dissemination o American cultural principles, centered
aroundconsumerismandindividualism,isgradually erodingthe core values of Islamic culture, transforming it into a materialistic society. One notable example s the prevalence of fast-food
culture, which promotesindividualismand consumerism, undermining the traditional slamicsense of collectivism. Thisshiftisalso disruptingthelongstanding slamic practice of
communal eating.In SaudiArabia, theinfluence of American consumerismis particularly pervasive. Almost everything, with the exception of pork and alcohol, resembles what can be found
inthe United States. For instance, Red Sea Mall in Djadded is an exact replica of its Southern California counterpart. Bars, such as those found in Applebee’s, feature American songs, menus
replicated from the United States, and walls adorned not only with images of Saudiicons butalso with extensive praise for American figures.

Thelslamiccivilization hasencountered challenges asMuslims have gradually forgottenabout “the real teachings and guidelines of Islam” in their daily lives. While itis not entirely
accurate to claim that all aspects of Western culture are detrimental, the lack of critical judgment in adopting certain cultural elements has contributed significantly to this crisis (Osmani and
Nurullah, 2005, pp.52-53). Amongthe noticeable changesis the replacement of the Islamic greeting * Assalamuafeikurr with“hi" and “hello” in many Muslim communities. Additionally, the
Islamic dress code, particularly among the youth, is undergoingsignificant transformations. There is a visible emulation of Western, particularly American, fashion, hairstyles, and social norms.
These changes are clearly evident o the streets of most Muslim-majority countries, serving s a testament to the process of Americanization.

5 Conclusion

Since 9/11,the propagation of American culture as superior has been used against Muslims. The United States has capitalized on this event as an economic opportunity to increase the
demand for American products. The United States has beenactively working to replace Islamic cultural values with American ones, aiming to eliminate cultural barriers that may hinder the

consumption of American products. Theincreasing consumption rates of American cultural productsinthe Islamic worldare
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evident. The steady flow of these products has contributed to the rise in demand. The gradual infiltration of American culture has led to a transformation in the traditional social order of the
Islamic world. Furthermore, the unrestricted influx of American cultural products has sparked asense of inferiority among many Muslims, resultingin the emergence of anewsocial order
imitating that of the United States. The growing sociological dynamics of materialism, individualism, and consumerism are evidentinthe slamicworld. Asaresult, manyMuslims have
embracedglobalideologiesinfluencedbythe United States, altering theiridentities in orderto seek acceptance. This shiftin values and behaviors has brought about changesin the
rraditional social order, aligningitmore closelywith American cultural norms
ConsideringArnold Toynbee'stheory of challenge andresponse anditsimplications,itcan be deducedthatthelslamic civilization has already shown symptoms of decline. The passive
response of Muslimstothe challenge of American cultural infiltration serves as a reflection of the lack of creativity and effective leadership within their communities. Muslims lack influential
Islamic role models toaspire to, particularly due tothe approval and implementation of American-led calls for significant cultural reforms by governments in many Arab and Muslim-majority
countries. This absence of positive role models further contributes to the challenges faced by Muslims in maintaining their culturalidentity and resisting external influences. The gradual
erosion of Islamicvalues andthe rapid proliferation of American cultural principlesindicate the slamicworld's struggle to confront the challenge of American cultural hegemony.
While Arnold Toynbee's theory of challenge and response suggests that the destiny of a civilization that ceases to grow and - progress s collapse, it is important to note that the Islamic
civilization is till struggling and has not yet reached a state of demise. Finally, the idea of an Islamic awakening, based on the teachings and principles of Islam, unity, and creativity, is a concept that
has been discussedand advocated byscholars. Itsuggests that a revival of Islamic values and principles, coupled witha sense of unity and creativity, can contribute to the revitalization of the
Islamic civilization. However, the realization of such an awakeningis a complexand ongoing process that requires addressing various challenges and factors.
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