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Literature and Activism: An Exploration of Meaning-Making Between Reality and
Imagination
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Abstract:

This article examines the literature of the Algerian popular movement as a form of cultural
expression that emerged in the context of the protests that began on February 22, 2019. It traces the
movement’s transition from the political sphere to the cultural realm, where it produced literary texts,
slogans, and speeches that express and reframe the collective experience in a language rich with meaning.
The article focuses on analyzing the relationship between reality and imagination within these texts, tracing

how historical events are transformed into literary material. It examines slogans as condensed texts
embodying a collective vision and traces the extension of this vision into poetry and short stories. It
demonstrates how literature reframes events within an artistic structure based on symbolism, brevity, and
condensation. Furthermore, it explores the dual function of literature: to convey the event as experienced by
society while reconstructing it within an artistic discourse that imbues it with new dimensions. This analysis
allows us to understand texts linked to the movement as literary productions associated with social action
without being reduced to it.
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