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Narrative Space in the Hilali Migration: An Analytical Semiotic Study
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AbstractThe space of migration in the BaniHilal epic is a profound semantic
Structure that transcends the geographical framework to become a carrier of
symbolic and value-based meanings. It expresses an existential journey from the
space of scarcity and death in Najd to the space of hope and life in Tunisia. From the
perspective of Greimas's narrative semiotics, this space constitutes the axis of
narrative transformations that move according to the logic of striving toward the
object of value, i.e., the "alternative space." This allows for the drawing of a factorial
diagram that defines the roles of the sender (fate/the need for salvation), the self (the
Hilali tribe), and the helpers and opponents.
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The analysis reveals that space is not merely a backdrop for events, but an active
element in generating meaning, as it feeds into the conflicts between the protagonists
over acquisition and domination. According to Greimas's semantic quadrant, the
original space embodies the connotation of death and lost fertility, while the new
space symbolizes life and the promise of fertility. However, this promise remains
threatened by the conflicts and divisions within the Hilali self.

Accordingly, the space of exile emerges as a value-based and narrative space that
expresses the dialectic of Hilali existence between loss and acquisition, belonging
and uprooting, in a constant search for meaning within a network of tensions
between desire and obstacle, scarcity and abundance.

Keywords Popular biography, semiotics, narrative; alternative space; global
schema; ........
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