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The Pragmatic Functions in the Very Short StoryA Study of "The
Orphan" and "The Death of the Poor Man" by Noel Rassam as a
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Abstract:

Pragmatic Functions in the Very Short Story: Noél
Rassam’s “The Orphan’ and “The Death of the Poor Man” as a
Model Abstract Pragmatic functions operate to elucidate and
interpret the purposes of dialogue between speaker and
addressee, through the governing constraints that shape
discourse. Their significance resides in their capacity to
penetrate and analyze the internal architecture of the sentence. It
Is evident, however, that the efficacy of these functions
presupposes the presence of two interlocutors, bound by a
particular communicative situation within a defined context. On
this foundation, we resolved to devote our study to “Pragmatic
Functions in the Very Short Story: Noél Rassam’s ‘The Orphan’
and ‘The Death of the Poor Man’ as a Model.” In this work, we
undertook an interpretive reading of both stories, seeking to
disclose their deeper resonances through the prism of pragmatic
functions. The investigation unfolded in two stages required by
the research methodology, and it is oriented by the following
guiding questions: What is the concept of pragmatic functions?
What semantic meaning is embodied by these functions within the
two stories?

Keywords: pragmatic functions; discourse; very short
story; speech acts; functional grammar.
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