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The Dialectic of Masculine and Feminine Structures in the
novel Black Suits You (AlaswadYalikoBiki)
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Abstract

Through this research paper, we seek to reveal the representations of the
masculine  structure in Ahlam Mosteghanemi’s novel Black Suits
You(AlaswadYalikobiki), adopting a feminist cultural approach thatmakes it
possible for us to read the text in light of power relations between men and
women. Our focus will be on tracing the strategies of dominance exercised by
men, whether through emotional and symbolic control embodied in the
character of Talal, or through familial and social conventions that strengthen
guardianship over the heroine in the name of honour and tradition.
Simultaneously, our objective is topoint out the resistance strategies employed
by the heroine in confronting this structure, particularly her insistence on
maintaining her autonomy and dignity, and her refusal of both material and
symbolic dependency. Eventually, this researchattempts to show how the novel
becomes a narrative space that captures a subtle network of masculine
oppression, while at the same time granting a conscious female voice that
endeavors to redefine the woman’s position within human and social relations.

Keywords: system — masculinity — femininity — male domination — Black Suits
You — Ahlam Mosteghanemi
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