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The Aesthetics of Qur’anic Intertextuality in Ezzedine Mihoubi’s Poetry:
A Study of In the Beginning Was Aurés and The Journeys of the Angels
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Abstract:

This study explores the aesthetic and semantic dimensions of Qur’anic intertextuality
in the poetry of the Algerian poet Ezzedine Mihoubi, through an analytical reading of
selected poems from Fi al-Bid’ Kan Awras (In the Beginning Was Aures) and Asfar
al-Mala’ika (Journeys of the Angels). It approaches intertextuality as a poetic and
interpretive process grounded in textual interaction and dialogism, rather than as a
merely derivative relation between texts. Adopting a descriptive-analytical method,
and drawing on modern theories of intertextuality—especially those associated with
Mikhail Bakhtin and Julia Kristeva—the study examines the major modes of Qur’anic
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intertextuality in Mihoubi’s poetry, namely verbal, semantic, and allusive forms. The
analysis shows that Mihoubi does not simply reproduce Qur anic expressions; rather,
he reworks them within new poetic contexts shaped by national, human, and
existential concerns. The study concludes that Qur’anic intertextuality functions as a
central structuring device in Mihoubi’s poetic discourse, enriching its symbolic
density and expanding its interpretive possibilities.
Keywords:
Intertextuality, Qur’anic Intertextuality, Ezzedine Mihoubi, Modern Algerian Poetry,
Poetics.
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