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The theme of the unsaid in the novel ""Nuzhat al-Khater' by Amin Zaoui.
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Abstract:

This paper aims to explore Amin Zaoui novel Nuzhat al-Khatir through the lens of the theme of “the
unspoken”, considering it one of the most prominent motifs that permeate the text and disrupt zones of
silence within collective consciousness. The novel, through its protagonist—a cultivated intellectual—does
not merely recount a story, but rather engages in a direct confrontation with a socio-cultural system that
legitimizes silence and marginalizes every voice that diverges from the dominant norms.
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"Zaoui" undertakes a deconstruction of various taboos that public discourse tends to avoid, foremost among
them: religion when it becomes a tool of intimidation; sexuality when it is reduced to sin; and politics when
it functions solely as a repressive, unquestionable power. The novel practices a form of internal critique,
revisiting concepts such as honor, purity, and identity, not with the intention of undermining them, but rather
to reach a deeper understanding of the symbolic and moral violence often committed in their name.

"Nuzhat al-Khatir" offers no definitive answers, nor does it seek to persuade the reader with ready-made
views; instead, it invites thought, uncertainty, and a confrontation with the very questions we are conditioned
to avoid. In this context, narrative transcends its role as a vehicle for entertainment or fiction, becoming a
resistant act—a voice that defies silence and asserts itself amidst a chorus of prohibitions.

From this point, the study raises the following central question:

How is the theme of “the unspoken” manifested in the novel, and what messages does "Zaoui" seek to convey
by exposing religious, sexual, and political taboos?.

Key words: The theme of the unspoken, taboos, Algerian novel, body writing.
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