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Transformations within the Dystopian Poetic Context in the Poem Under the Beard of
Street War in the Valley of Peace by Abdul Razzak Rouba
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Abstract:

This study seeks to trace the transformations of symbols within the dystopian
poetic context of the poem “Under the Beard of Street Warfare in the Valley of
Peace” by the Iraqi poet Abdul Razzaq Rabiei. In this poem, the poet mourns Iraq
following its occupation by American colonialism, portraying the tragedy with a
profound sense of dark melancholy. He does so through symbolic language, tense
poetic imagery, and unsettling paradoxes that mirror the devastation inflicted upon
the Iraqgi land. Accordingly, this paper aims to examine the shifts in symbolic
representations within the poem’s dystopian framework and to explore their role in
generating diverse meanings.

Key words: symbol, Iraq, dystopian, significance, melancholy.
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