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Kamal Barkani and the Play with Time: Flashback as a Mechanism for Constructing
Narrative Meaning
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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the flashback technique in the works of novelist Kamal Barkani by
examining the mechanisms of narrative time shaped by memory, which results in temporal
fragmentation and the intertwining of past and present. It also seeks to explore the temporal
deviations arising from this technique and reveal its aesthetic and semantic functions in the
analyzed novels. Thus, the paper presents an analytical reading that highlights the distinctiveness
of Barkani’s narrative use of time and its impact on constructing

meaning. A preliminary reading of two of his texts shows that flashbacks are not merely tools for
recalling past events but also serve artistic and ideological purposes, reflecting a unique
perspective on reality and the world

Key words: Novel, analepsis, narrative time, temporal deviations.
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