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Abstract:

The Saharan poetic discourse represents a fertile terrain for seducing the reader
through touristic allure. It thus embodies an aesthetic awareness intertwined with
highly effective figurative and rhetorical mechanisms avhereby the reading function
mobilizes its full potential to traverse the contours of metaphorical and deviation-
laden contexts. These elements ignite the recipient’s desire to envision the desert
landscape and to sense the beauty of its architecture «ruins «customs <«and traditions.

More than a poetic indulgence <his discourse operates as a cultural
repository—both explicit and latent—where meaning often emerges from the tension
between the non-aesthetic and the aesthetic. It seeks to fertilize the literary idea with
lived reality forging a deep connection between poetic imagery and everyday life.
This dynamic becomes especially visible through the lens of cultural analysis avhich
dismantles binary oppositions such as center and margin <positioning the literary text
within broader cultural interrogations while preserving its aesthetic seduction.

The expansive and profound dimensions of poetic discourse <then «s no longer
confined to imaginative escapism or the ornamental play of metaphor. Its full
significance only emerges when read in tandem with its cultural undercurrents «
which reflect and refract diverse realities and transformations related to space «
individuals and communities.

This article follows such an approach by engaging with the poem “Here I Was
Born” by Algerian poet Mahjoub Belloul «as a case study. It examines whether
aesthetic or cultural readings alone can account for the complexity of poetic
discourse—or whether their intersection is necessary «specially when the poetic
space in question evokes the desert not merely as a symbol <ut as a site of cultural
and touristic identity.

Keywords: Touristic discourse 4he desert ¢poetics diterary space «cultural space «
identity.
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