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The impact of interpretation on the grammar of the Holy Qur’an - the

verse on ablution as an example
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Abstract

The study of sciences related to the Holy Quran is regarded as one of the
highest and most respected branches of knowledge. The honour of science stems
from the honour of its subject, and there is no more noble subject than the Book
of Allah, the Almighty. Among these many sciences, the sciences of the Qur'an
stand out for their high status because they contain detailed matters that serve
the Qur'anic text and reveal its secrets, such as the science of Makki and
Madani, the compilation of the Qur'an, the reasons for revelation, the
abrogating and abrogated verses, and other fields that have contributed to the
emergence of a separate science, the science of interpretation. If Arabic is the
language in which the Qur'an was revealed, then mastery of it is required for
understanding and contemplating it, because it combines a number of sciences
that cannot be interpreted without them, the most important of which are
grammar and syntax. Scholars have stated that "syntax is a branch of meaning,"
confirming that comprehending the meaning is a vital necessity for reading
writings, particularly the Qur'an, which necessitates a strong grasp of the
language, its laws, and styles.
The science of grammar was not only an analytical instrument, but also a

means of protecting the Book of Allah from distortion and mispronunciation, as
well as an important aid in clarifying meanings and detecting intent. It was
critical in the interpretation of the Holy Qur'an, as interpreters used it to deduce
meanings and explain structures. It is worth noting that the variety of
grammatical elements resulted in diversity in interpretive comprehension, which
enhanced the meaning of the Qur'an. Changes in inflection can cause changes
in interpretation, analogous to the multiplicity of verses. However, grammatical
diversity does not imply that every potential reading of the Qur'an is
appropriate, as there must be rules governing this choice, as well as criteria
that favour acceptable interpretations while excluding those that are
contradictory with the Qur'anic context or linguistic standards. Based on this
issue, this study examines and analyses the impact of interpretation on the
grammar of the Holy Quran, using the ablution verse as an illustration.

Keywords: interpretation; Holy Quran; grammar; meaning; linguistic reality.
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