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The shift from military resistance to cultural resistance and the efforts to transcend the
national traged: A study of the role of the association of Algerian Muslim scholars
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Abstract:

The political, cultural, and social dynamics in Algeria laid the groundwork for a profound
intellectual and literary awakening. This transformative period witnessed the emergence of a
promising reformist movement that emphasized the necessity of resisting both colonial ideology and
religious extremism, particularly the mystic sectarianism of the time. This movement assumed the
responsibility of rekindling national consciousness by challenging and reshaping the prevailing
notions inherited from the long phase of cultural decline, which had stretched from the exile of
Emir Abdelkader to the founding of the Association of Algerian Muslim Scholars. With the rise of a
new sense of self-awareness among Algerian intellectuals, the Association waged a moral and
cultural struggle to overcome the collective trauma of colonization. Its aim was to lay the
foundations for a distinctly Algerian literature—one that authentically articulated the identity,
individuality, and cultural-Islamic essence of the Algerian people .
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This paper seeks to explore how the transition from armed resistance to cultural resistance
influenced the trajectory of Algerian literature, and in what ways this shift contributed to the
redefinition of national identity through reformist poetic expression.

Keywords : First National Tragedy — From Armed Resistance to Cultural Resistance — Reformist
Consciousness Movement — Reformist Poetry
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