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The intellectual foundations of the theory of New Rhetoric according to its Western
recipients and its applications to the Holy Qur’an
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Abstract :

This research paper aims to present the intellectual foundations of argumentation
theory as formulated by Chaim Perelman and Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca, through its
reception in Western milieu. The work seeks to address the question of the theory’s
origins, references, and objectives by focusing on a notable—albeit less
conventional—perspective. This viewpoint attributes the development of the theory

not solely to Aristotelian heritage, as is commonly believed, but rather to the Jewish
Talmudic tradition in particular. It argues that the reliance on Aristotelian heritage
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served at least two purposes: first, a form of dual loyalty; and second, the strategic

aim of ensuring the acceptance of the "new rhetoric" within Western intellectual
contexts.

Within this framework, the study examines how Arab researchers have utilized this
theory in the analysis of the Qur’anic discourse, primarily by adopting a descriptive
methodological approach. Among the most significant findings of the paper is the
uncovering of perspectives that link the emergence of the new rhetoric to the
Talmudic legacy as a means of addressing the crisis of Western rationality. The
research also highlights that confronting anti-Semitism and advocating for Jewish
integration and equality were key motivations behind the authors’ intellectual
project. Ultimately, the study underscores the importance of being critically aware of
the ideological and cultural backgrounds of various theories before applying them.

Key words: intellectual foundations, New Rhetoric, Western recipients, the Holy
Qur’an.
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