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The Homeland in the Poetry of Bouchra Hamdi El-Boustani:
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Abstract:

This study aimed to reveal the image of the homeland in contemporary Arabic poetry, as it is
considered a counterpart of existence and identity. This is achieved through analysing samples of
the Iraqgi poet Bouchra Hamdi El-Boustani’s works, in which the evocation of the homeland was a
prominent artistic feature in her creativity. Using the semiotic approach, presenting brief concepts
of the poetic image and its types, and exploring the manifestations of the homeland in samples of
the poet’s verses, the study concluded that the presence of the homeland in El-Boustani’s poetry is
not just a poetic image. However, it is a humanistic and national value with a semantic significance
that reflects the poet’s relationship, in particular, and that of the Arab individual in general, to the

homeland. Furthermore, the poem serves as a platform for resistance and revolution.
Key words: Contemporary poetry, poetic image, space of homeland, Bouchra Hamdi El-Boustani.
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