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Abstract:   
 

This study examines educational equity and social justice across three distinct 

educational systems: Algeria, Norway, and Qatar. Through comparative analysis, it 

explores how these countries approach equal educational opportunities despite their 

different socioeconomic contexts. The research investigates key aspects including 

access to education, resource distribution, infrastructure development, and support 

systems for disadvantaged students. The findings reveal that while Norway 

demonstrates comprehensive educational equality with strong governmental support, 

Qatar leverages its financial resources for educational development, and Algeria 

maintains a free education system while facing regional disparities. The study 

identifies critical success factors and challenges in each system, highlighting 

Norway's standardized approach, Qatar's significant investment in infrastructure, 

and Algeria's efforts to bridge urban-rural educational gaps. The research concludes 

with recommendations for improving educational equity in each country, 

emphasizing the importance of contextual adaptation in educational reform.  
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Introduction  
 

In the contemporary global landscape, educational equity and social justice remain essential 

pillars for fostering inclusive societies and sustainable development. As nations strive to 

provide equitable educational opportunities, the mechanisms, policies, and socio-cultural 

contexts that shape their education systems vary widely. This study embarks on a 

comparative analysis of the educational systems in Algeria, Norway, and Qatar, three 

countries that, despite their divergent socioeconomic backgrounds, share an objective of 

enhancing access to quality education for all citizens. 
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Algeria, with its historical emphasis on free education as a fundamental right, faces 

challenges related to regional disparities and resource allocation. In contrast, Norway 

exemplifies a model of educational equality achieved through robust government support 

and comprehensive policy frameworks, ensuring that all students, regardless of their 

background, have equal access to high-quality education. Meanwhile, Qatar represents a 

unique case in which substantial financial investments have been directed towards 

educational reform and infrastructure development, reflecting the country’s ambitions to 

transform its educational landscape to better serve its diverse population. 
 

This study critically examines the approaches each country employs to promote educational 

equity and social justice, focusing on key aspects such as access to education, resource 

distribution, infrastructure development, and the support systems available for 

disadvantaged students. By identifying both the success factors and challenges inherent in 

each system, this research aims to contribute to the discourse on educational reform by 

providing insights that are contextually relevant and actionable. Moreover, the findings are 

intended to stimulate further dialogue on best practices and policies that prioritize 

educational equity in the global context. 
 

In light of the pressing need for reform in education systems worldwide, this comparative 

analysis not only highlights the complexities of ensuring equity in diverse contexts but also 

aims to inform policymakers, educators, and stakeholders in their efforts to cultivate 

inclusive education systems that uphold social justice. Through a thorough exploration of 

the experiences of Algeria, Norway, and Qatar, this study ultimately advocates for a 

nuanced understanding of educational equity that recognizes the distinct needs and potential 

of each educational system. 

This study embarks on a comparative analysis of the educational systems in Algeria, 

Norway, and Qatar, three countries that, despite their divergent socioeconomic 

backgrounds, share an objective of enhancing access to quality education for all citizens. 

Algeria, with its historical emphasis on free education as a fundamental right, faces 

challenges related to regional disparities and resource allocation. In contrast, Norway 

exemplifies a model of educational equality achieved through robust government support 

and comprehensive policy frameworks, ensuring that all students, regardless of their 

background, have equal access to high-quality education. Meanwhile, Qatar represents a 

unique case in which substantial financial investments have been directed towards 

educational reform and infrastructure development, reflecting the country's ambitions to 

transform its educational landscape to better serve its diverse population. 

The primary research question guiding this study is: How do Algeria, Norway, and Qatar 

approach educational equity and social justice within their respective education 

systems, and what are the key factors contributing to their successes and 

challenges? The objectives of this research include examining the approaches to access, 

resource distribution, infrastructure enhancement, and support systems for disadvantaged 
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students in each nation. Additionally, the study aims to identify best practices and policy 

recommendations for improving educational equity in the context of these diverse systems. 

The significance of this study extends beyond a mere academic inquiry; it aims to contribute 

meaningfully to the discourse on educational reform and policy development. By analyzing 

the successes and challenges of educational equity and social justice in Algeria, Norway, 

and Qatar, this research provides valuable insights for policymakers, educators, and 

stakeholders. Understanding these diverse approaches allows for the exchange of knowledge 

and best practices that can inform and inspire reforms tailored to the unique needs of each 

educational system. Ultimately, this study aspires to influence the development of equitable 

education policies that not only address existing disparities but also promote social justice in 

education, paving the way for more inclusive and resilient societies. 

I. Literature Review: Educational Equity and Social Justice in Education Systems 

Education is a fundamental pillar of societal development, driving individual opportunities 

and fostering social cohesion. It serves as a critical tool for empowerment, enabling 

individuals to escape cycles of poverty and participate fully in their communities. In an 

increasingly globalized world, the importance of equitable access to quality education 

becomes ever more pronounced. Emphasizing equity and social justice in education is 

essential for inclusive growth, ensuring that marginalized groups have the resources and 

opportunities needed to thrive. This paper explores how different countries approach 

educational equity, particularly focusing on Algeria, Norway, and Qatar, and identifies the 

factors influencing their successes and challenges. 

1. Theoretical Framework for Understanding Educational Equity and Social 

Justice 

The concept of educational equity and social justice has evolved significantly over the past 

decades. The theory of social justice encompasses three dimensions: redistribution, 

recognition, and representation, providing a comprehensive framework for analyzing 

educational systems (Fraser, 2009). This framework emphasizes the importance of fair 

resource distribution, cultural respect, and political representation in educational settings. 

Building on this, researchers argue that educational equality must address five key 

dimensions: resources, respect and recognition, love, care and solidarity, power, and 

working and learning (Lynch & Baker, 2005). These dimensions highlight the complex 

interplay between material and social aspects of educational equity. 

The theory of justice, particularly the "difference principle," has been instrumental in 

understanding how educational systems can be structured to benefit the least advantaged 

members of society (Rawls, 1971). This theoretical perspective suggests that inequalities are 

only justified if they benefit the most disadvantaged groups. Modern scholars have 

expanded upon this foundation, emphasizing the importance of systemic approaches to 
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educational equity and the need for comprehensive reforms that address structural barriers 

to education (Cochran-Smith et al., 2016). 

Educational equity theories also emphasize the role of cultural recognition and identity in 

education. Researchers have highlighted how educational systems must balance universal 

standards with cultural sensitivity and local needs. This includes considering how different 

social groups experience education and how educational policies can either perpetuate or 

challenge existing social inequalities. 

2. Review of Existing Research on Educational Systems 

a) Algeria 

Research on the Algerian education system has focused on post-independence developments 

and recent reforms, highlighting the unique challenges faced by a post-colonial educational 

system. Studies emphasize the challenges of maintaining educational quality while 

expanding access (Benghabrit-Remaoun & Thaâlbi, 2012). These challenges include: 

• Balancing modernization with cultural preservation 

• Addressing regional disparities in educational resources 

• Improving teacher training and professional development 

• Developing curriculum that meets both local and global standards 

The language policy in Algerian education has been particularly significant in shaping 

educational equity. Research demonstrates how language choices affect social equity, 

particularly regarding Arabic, French, and Berber languages (Miliani, 2012). This linguistic 

complexity reflects broader social and cultural tensions within the educational system, 

including: 

• The role of colonial languages in modern education 

• The preservation of indigenous languages and cultural identity 

• The balance between international competitiveness and local relevance 

• The impact of language policy on educational outcomes 

a) Norway 

Norway's education system has been extensively studied as a model of educational equity, 

particularly for its comprehensive approach to inclusive education. Researchers analyze how 

the Norwegian system achieves high levels of equality through comprehensive school 

reform and strong public funding (Blossing, Imsen, & Moos, 2014). Key aspects of the 

Norwegian model include: 
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• Universal access to high-quality education 

• Strong teacher preparation programs 

• Comprehensive student support services 

• Equitable funding distribution across regions 

Additional studies examine the effectiveness of Norway's inclusive education policies and 

their impact on reducing social inequality (Markussen, 2011). The Norwegian experience 

demonstrates how: 

• Systematic policy approaches can reduce educational disparities 

• Strong public investment supports educational quality 

• Teacher professionalism contributes to educational equity 

• Student-centered approaches promote inclusive learning 

b) Qatar 

Qatar's educational system has undergone significant transformation, as documented in 

comprehensive studies of Qatar's education reform initiative (Zellman et al., 2009). These 

reforms represent a unique case study in rapid educational modernization while maintaining 

cultural values. Researchers examine how Qatar balances traditional values with modern 

educational needs while addressing equity concerns (Al-Thani & Romanowski, 2013). Key 

aspects include: 

• Investment in modern educational infrastructure 

• Development of international partnerships 

• Focus on STEM education and innovation 

• Preservation of cultural and religious values 

The Qatari experience highlights several important considerations: 

• The role of financial resources in educational reform 

• The importance of cultural sensitivity in modernization 

• The challenges of rapid educational transformation 

• The balance between international standards and local needs 
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3. Conceptual Framework for Comparison 

The comparative analysis of educational systems draws on established frameworks for 

comparative education studies, as outlined by Bray and Thomas (1995). These frameworks 

emphasize the importance of analyzing multiple levels and aspects of educational systems to 

provide a comprehensive understanding of equity and social justice. 

A. Geographic/Locational Levels 

a) National Education Policies: 

National policies govern the overarching educational framework, setting goals, standards, 

and regulations for schools. Comparative analysis at this level examines how different 

countries prioritize educational equity in their national agendas, funding, and policies. For 

instance, some countries emphasize inclusive education, while others may adopt a more 

competitive approach, leading to differing availability of resources. 

b) Regional Implementation: 

This level considers how national policies are implemented across various regions within a 

country. Socioeconomic disparities and regional differences can significantly impact the 

effectiveness of educational reforms. For example, regions with higher poverty rates may 

face challenges in implementing policies aimed at improving educational equity, resulting in 

varied educational outcomes even within the same national framework. 

c) Local School Practices: 

Analyzing local practices provides insight into how schools adapt national guidelines to 

meet their specific communities' needs. This includes examining school leadership, teacher 

effectiveness, and community engagement. Local stakeholders may modify curricula or 

pedagogical approaches, reflecting the unique cultural and socioeconomic contexts of their 

communities. 

B. Demographic Aspects 

a) Socioeconomic Status: 

Socioeconomic factors play a critical role in educational access and achievement. Studies 

comparing educational outcomes related to different socioeconomic backgrounds reveal 

systemic inequities that affect students' ability to succeed. For instance, lower-income 

families may struggle to provide extracurricular support, leading to achievement gaps. 

b) Gender: 

Gender disparities in education continue to be a significant concern globally. Comparative 

analyses explore how educational systems address gender equity, including enrollment 
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rates, subject choices, and dropout rates. By examining these factors, researchers can 

identify systemic biases and propose interventions to promote gender equality in education. 

c) Cultural Background: 

Cultural diversity within and among educational systems affects teaching methods, 

curriculum design, and student engagement. Comparative studies often investigate how 

different cultures integrate their values into educational practices, impacting students’ sense 

of belonging and identity in schools. 

d) Urban/Rural Divide: 

The distinction between urban and rural educational settings is crucial for understanding 

access to resources, quality of education, and educational outcomes. Urban schools may 

have access to more funding and diverse programs, while rural schools often face challenges 

such as transportation, fewer resources, and teacher shortages. Comparing these contexts 

helps to identify targeted strategies for improving equity. 

C. Educational Aspects 

a) Curriculum: 

The curriculum serves as the foundation of educational equity. Comparative analysis 

examines how different educational systems design and implement curricula to address the 

needs of diverse populations, focusing on inclusivity and relevance to students' lives. 

b) Teaching Methods: 

Different pedagogical approaches impact student engagement and learning outcomes. 

Comparing teaching methods—such as cooperative learning, differentiated instruction, and 

culturally responsive teaching—can reveal effective practices that promote equity in diverse 

classrooms. 

c) Assessment Systems: 

Assessment mechanisms significantly influence educational equity. Comparative studies 

investigate how standardized tests, formative assessments, and alternative evaluations 

address or exacerbate disparities among different student populations. 

d) Resource Allocation: 

The distribution of educational resources—including funding, facilities, and teaching staff—

directly affects students’ learning experiences. Comparisons of how resources are allocated 

among schools, districts, and regions highlight systemic inequities that need to be addressed 

to achieve educational equity. 
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This comprehensive framework is further enriched by methodologies that emphasize the 

historical and cultural contexts of education systems (Green, 2013). Understanding the 

interplay between these various levels and aspects allows researchers to develop nuanced 

insights into the complex dynamics of educational equity and social justice. 

Below is a conceptual framework in the form of a comparative matrix that assesses access, 

resources, and support systems in the contexts of Algeria, Norway, and Qatar, based on the 

existing research and theoretical frameworks (Bourdieu’s cultural capital, Sen’s capability 

approach, and Freire’s critical pedagogy). This matrix can serve as a tool for analyzing how 

these countries address educational equity and social justice. 

II. Comparative Matrix: Access, Resources, and Support Systems 

Dimension Algeria Norway Qatar 

Access - Struggles with rural-

urban disparities in 

educational access. 

- High equity in access 

due to universal welfare 

policies. 

- Reforms focus on 

improving access for 

nationals in a competitive 

global economy. 
 

- Limited 

infrastructure in rural 

areas (Bouandel, 

2020). 

- Free education at all 

levels, including higher 

education. 

- Emphasis on STEM and 

higher education to boost 

national competitiveness. 

 
- Cultural and 

economic barriers 

hinder access for 

marginalized groups. 

- Strong emphasis on 

inclusive education for 

all, including 

immigrants. 

- Limited access for non-

nationals, with reforms 

prioritizing Qatari citizens. 

Resources - Unequal distribution 

of resources, favoring 

urban centers. 

- Equitable distribution 

of resources across 

regions. 

- Significant investment in 

modern infrastructure and 

technology. 
 

- Lack of funding for 

rural schools and 

teacher training. 

- High public spending 

on education as part of 

welfare state policies. 

- Focus on building world-

class institutions and 

partnerships with foreign 

universities. 
 

- Limited availability 

of digital tools and 

modern teaching 

materials. 

- Access to advanced 

technology and well-

trained teachers. 

- Heavy reliance on 

expatriate educators and 

international curricula. 

Support 

Systems 

- Weak support 

systems for 

disadvantaged 

students. 

- Comprehensive 

support systems, 

including financial aid 

and counseling. 

- Reforms aim to align 

education with labor 

market needs. 

 
- Limited parental and - Strong community - Growing emphasis on 
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community 

involvement in rural 

areas. 

and parental 

engagement in 

education. 

vocational training and 

lifelong learning. 

 
- Lack of policies 

addressing cultural 

and linguistic 

diversity. 

- Policies promote 

social justice and 

inclusivity for all 

students. 

- Efforts to balance 

traditional values with 

modernization in 

education. 

Source: by author 
 

III. Theoretical Lens Application 

1. Bourdieu’s Cultural Capital: 

o Algeria: Rural students often lack the cultural capital (e.g., language skills, 

social networks) needed to succeed in urban-centric systems. 

o Norway: The welfare state minimizes disparities in cultural capital by 

providing equal opportunities for all. 

o Qatar: Reforms aim to build cultural capital among nationals to compete 

globally, but non-nationals are often excluded. 

2. Sen’s Capability Approach: 

o Algeria: Limited capabilities due to resource constraints and systemic 

inequities. 

o Norway: High focus on expanding capabilities through inclusive policies and 

support systems. 

o Qatar: Capabilities are enhanced for nationals through targeted reforms, but 

gaps remain for expatriates. 

3. Freire’s Critical Pedagogy: 

o Algeria: Education systems often reproduce social inequalities, lacking a 

critical approach to empower marginalized groups. 

o Norway: Education promotes social justice and critical thinking, aligning with 

Freire’s ideals. 

o Qatar: Reforms are more economically driven than socially transformative, 

with limited emphasis on critical pedagogy. 

This matrix provides a structured way to compare how Algeria, Norway, and Qatar address 

educational equity and social justice, highlighting the role of access, resources, and support 

systems in shaping outcomes. It also integrates the theoretical frameworks to offer a deeper 

understanding of the underlying dynamics. 

IV. Methodology of the Comparative Case Study Approach 

1. Rationale: 

The comparative case study method was chosen to explore and analyze how 

educational equity and social justice manifest within the diverse contexts of Algeria, 
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Norway, and Qatar (Bray, Adamson, & Mason, 2007). This approach allows for an 

in-depth understanding of each system while highlighting contrasts and similarities 

that might inform broader educational policies and practices. 

2. Design: 

• Selection of Cases: Algeria, Norway, and Qatar were selected based on geographical 

diversity, economic variance, and educational policy differences. Algeria represents a 

post-colonial, developing country with a state-centric education system (World Bank, 

2018). Norway is known for its egalitarian educational philosophy in a high-income, 

welfare state context (Norwegian Ministry of Education and Research, 2020). Qatar 

offers insights into rapid educational reform driven by economic wealth and global 

ambitions (Khan & Qureshi, 2017). 
 

• Case Analysis Framework:  

o Cross-Case Synthesis: This involves examining each country's educational 

system through a common lens of equity and justice, looking at policy 

frameworks, implementation strategies, and outcomes (Ragin, 2008). 

o Within-Case Analysis: For each country, we delve into specific policies, 

cultural contexts, and socio-economic factors that influence educational 

equity. This includes looking at how each country defines educational equity 

and the mechanisms they employ to achieve it (Vavrus & Bartlett, 2006). 

3. Data Collection: 

• Document Analysis: Collection and analysis of policy documents, educational 

statistics, national reports, and international assessments like PISA or TIMSS 

(OECD, 2019). 

• Secondary Data: Utilization of existing research, academic articles, and reports 

from government and international bodies like UNESCO or OECD (UNESCO, 

2015). 

• Interviews: Semi-structured interviews with educators, policy makers, and 

stakeholders in each country if feasible, to gain insights into practical applications of 

policy (Miles, Huberman, & Saldaña, 2014). 

4. Data Analysis Methods: 

• Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA): Employed to identify patterns and 

configurations that lead to outcomes in educational equity across the cases (Ragin, 

2008). 

• Thematic Analysis: Themes related to access, resource allocation, and support 

systems are identified, compared, and contrasted across the three countries (Miles, 

Huberman, & Saldaña, 2014). 
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• Statistical Analysis: Where applicable, quantitative data on enrollment, dropout 

rates, and resource distribution are compared to give a numerical dimension to the 

qualitative findings (Meyer, Ramirez, & Soysal, 1992). 

5. Limitations of the Study: 

• Cultural and Contextual Nuances: The depth of understanding cultural impacts on 

education might be limited due to the researcher's external perspective (Hantrais, 

2009). 

• Data Availability: Differences in data transparency and availability between 

countries can skew the comparative analysis (George & Bennett, 2005). 

• Generalizability: While insights are deep, they might not be broadly generalizable 

due to the specific nature of each country's socio-political context (Vavrus & Bartlett, 

2006). 

• Temporal Dynamics: Educational policies and their impacts might change over 

time, which could affect the relevance of findings if there's a lag between data 

collection and publication (Bray et al., 2007). 

 

V. Comparative Analysis of Educational Equity and Social Justice in Algeria, 

Norway, and Qatar 

This report presents a detailed comparative analysis of the education systems in Algeria, 

Norway, and Qatar, focusing on educational equity and social justice. The study employs a 

comparative case study approach, examining access to education, resource distribution, 

support systems for disadvantaged students, and critical success factors and challenges. Data 

were sourced from official statistics, international reports, and government websites, with 

analysis involving both quantitative and qualitative methods. Limitations include data 

availability, comparability, and potential selection bias. The findings highlight significant 

variations across the three countries, providing insights for policy and practice. 
 

1. Comparative Case Study Approach 

The comparative case study approach was chosen to analyze the education systems of 

Algeria, Norway, and Qatar, selected for their diverse socio-economic and cultural contexts. 

This method involved a structured framework focusing on key dimensions of equity and 

justice, such as policies, enrollment data, funding mechanisms, and support systems. The 

approach enabled the identification of similarities and differences, providing insights into 

effective practices and areas needing improvement. For instance, Algeria's system reflects a 

post-colonial context with challenges in rural access, while Norway's system emphasizes 

equity through decentralized funding, and Qatar's system is driven by significant 

investments in modern infrastructure. 

 

2. Data Sources and Analysis Methods 
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Data were collected through web searches targeting official government statistics, 

international organization reports (e.g., World Bank, UNESCO), and academic studies. 

Specific sources included the Ministry of Education websites for each country, UNESCO 

Institute for Statistics , and national statistical offices like Statistics. Quantitative analysis 

involved comparing indicators such as enrollment rates, teacher-student ratios, and funding 

allocations, while qualitative analysis examined policy documents and reports to understand 

context and challenges. Cross-country comparison identified patterns, with frameworks 

related to educational equity and social justice used to interpret findings. 
 

3. Limitations of the Study 

The study faced several limitations. Data availability varied, with older data for Algeria 

(e.g., 2005 enrollment rates) compared to more recent statistics for Norway and Qatar. Data 

comparability was challenged by differing definitions, such as gross vs. net enrollment 

rates. Language barriers limited access to non-English sources, and the selection of 

countries (Algeria, Norway, Qatar) may introduce selection bias, not representing all global 

contexts. These limitations may affect the depth and comparability of findings, particularly 

for less-documented aspects like special education in Algeria. 
 

4. Findings 

The findings are organized into four categories: access to education, resource distribution, 

support systems for disadvantaged students, and critical success factors and challenges. 

Each category is compared across Algeria, Norway, and Qatar to highlight equity and social 

justice dimensions. 

A. Access to Education 

This section examines enrollment rates, completion rates, and disparities across groups, 

providing a comprehensive view of access to education in each country. 

• Algeria: Enrollment rates are high, with primary school enrollment at approximately 

97% in 2005 and secondary school at 66%. Recent data suggest continued high 

primary enrollment, but rural areas lag, with limited specific statistics on rural-urban 

disparities. Gender disparities show more females in higher education, with 41% 

female vs. 19% male tertiary enrollment in 2019, per Educational Challenges in 

Algeria. Completion rates are not fully documented, but dropout rates are noted, 

especially at secondary levels. 

• Norway: Norway achieves near-universal enrollment, with 96.5% of three-year-olds 

in early childhood education in 2020 and high secondary completion rates (80% in 

2019), as per Education GPS - Norway. Rural-urban disparities are minimal, 

supported by equitable funding, with data from Educational attainment of the 

population – SSB showing higher education attainment higher in urban areas like 

Oslo (55.7%) compared to rural counties (e.g., Innlandet at 23.4%-35.3%). Gender 

parity is strong, with more females in higher education (189,000 vs. 123,000 in 2023). 

• Qatar: Qatar reports high enrollment rates, with primary education gross enrollment 

near 100% and tertiary at 52% in 2019, per School enrollment, tertiary (% gross) - 

https://brokenchalk.org/educational-challenges-in-algeria-a-work-in-progress/
https://brokenchalk.org/educational-challenges-in-algeria-a-work-in-progress/
https://gpseducation.oecd.org/CountryProfile?primaryCountry=NOR&treshold=10&topic=EO
https://www.ssb.no/en/utdanning/utdanningsniva/statistikk/befolkningens-utdanningsniva
https://www.ssb.no/en/utdanning/utdanningsniva/statistikk/befolkningens-utdanningsniva
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.TER.ENRR?locations=QA
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Qatar. The focus on modern infrastructure and international standards, as seen in 

Education in Qatar, supports access. Gender parity is notable, with more females 

enrolled at all levels, and rural-urban disparities are less pronounced due to urban 

concentration, though specific data are limited. 

 

To organize this data, the following table summarizes key access metrics: 

Country Primary 

Enrollment 

(%) 

Secondary 

Enrollment 

(%) 

Tertiary 

Enrollment 

(%) 

Rural-Urban 

Disparities 

Gender 

Disparities 

Algeria 97 (2005) 66 (2005) 41% F, 19% 

M (2019) 

Significant More females 

in tertiary 

Norway Near 100% 80% 

completion 

(2019) 

37% total 

(2023) 

Minimal More females 

in tertiary 

Qatar Near 100% Not specified 52% (2019) Minimal due 

to urbanization 

More females 

at all levels 

Source: by author 

 

5. Resource Distribution 

This section analyzes funding, teacher quality, and infrastructure, assessing how resources 

are allocated to ensure equity. 

 

• Algeria: Education is publicly funded, with 13.1% of government spending in 2022, 

per Algeria Education spending. However, funding disparities exist between urban 

and rural areas, with rural schools facing resource shortages. Teacher quality is a 

concern, with pupil-teacher ratios at 24.32 in primary education in 2018, per Algeria 

- Pupil-teacher ratio, and infrastructure challenges noted in Educational Challenges in 

Algeria, including poorly maintained facilities. 

 

• Norway: Norway's education system is well-funded, with 6.9% of GDP allocated in 

2013, per Financing of inclusive education systems. Funding is equitable, with local 

municipalities managing resources, ensuring minimal disparities. Teacher quality is 

high, with pupil-teacher ratios at 8.59 in primary education in 2017 and 8.7 in upper 

secondary in 2021, per Norway - Pupil-teacher ratio and Norway: upper secondary 

students per teacher. Infrastructure is robust, supporting inclusive education. 

 

• Qatar: Qatar invests significantly, with $4.91 billion allocated in 2023 (9% of 

government expenditure), per Qatar - Education Training and Equipment. Teacher 

quality is enhanced through training, with a focus on international standards, and 

infrastructure is modern, as seen in Education City. Financial aid and scholarships, 

per Finance, Scholarships, Loans for Qatar Students, ensure resource access. 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.TER.ENRR?locations=QA
https://www.edu.gov.qa/en/Content/EducationinQatar
https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Algeria/Education_spending_percent_of_government_spending/
https://www.indexmundi.com/facts/algeria/pupil-teacher-ratio
https://www.indexmundi.com/facts/algeria/pupil-teacher-ratio
https://brokenchalk.org/educational-challenges-in-algeria-a-work-in-progress/
https://brokenchalk.org/educational-challenges-in-algeria-a-work-in-progress/
https://www.european-agency.org/country-information/norway/financing-of-inclusive-education-systems
https://www.indexmundi.com/facts/norway/indicator/SE.PRM.ENRL.TC.ZS
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1124020/number-of-students-per-teacher-in-upper-secondary-schools-in-norway/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1124020/number-of-students-per-teacher-in-upper-secondary-schools-in-norway/
https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/qatar-education-training-and-equipment
https://www.qf.org.qa/education/education-city
https://www.qf.org.qa/education/higher-education/financial-aid
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The following table summarizes resource distribution: 

 

Country Funding (% GDP or 

Amount) 

Teacher Quality (Pupil-

Teacher Ratio) 

Infrastructure 

Algeria 13.1% government 

spending (2022) 

24.32 primary (2018) Poorly maintained in 

rural areas 

Norway 6.9% GDP (2013) 8.59 primary, 8.7 upper 

secondary 

Robust, supports 

inclusion 

Qatar $4.91B (2023), 9% 

expenditure 

Enhanced through training, 

modern standards 

Modern, supports high 

quality 

Source: by author 

 

6. Support Systems for Disadvantaged Students 

This section explores special education, financial aid, and social services, assessing 

support for marginalized groups. 

 

• Algeria: Special education exists, with increasing integration, but data are limited, 

per Inclusion of the Children with Disabilities among School in Algeria. Financial 

aid includes government scholarships, but specifics are sparse. Social services are 

noted, with a focus on family support, per Algeria Country Report on Out-of-School 

Children. 

 

• Norway: Comprehensive special education is integrated, with 3.4% receiving 

assistance in early childhood, per Special educational support and special needs 

education. Financial aid includes loans and grants, per Student finance in Norway. 

Social services, like NAV, provide extensive support, per Social assistance in 

Norway. 

 

• Qatar: Special needs schools, like Renad Academy, are available, per Special Needs 

Schools in Qatar. Financial aid includes scholarships and loans, per Student 

Scholarships. Social services, like Qatar Social Work, offer counseling, per Our 

Services | Qatar Social Work. 

 

The following table summarizes support systems: 
 

Country Special Education Financial Aid Social Services 

Algeria Increasing integration, 

limited data 

Government 

scholarships, sparse 

details 

Focus on family 

support 

Norway Comprehensive, 3.4% Loans and grants, NAV provides 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329588045_Inclusion_of_the_Children_with_Disabilities_among_School_in_Algeria
https://reliefweb.int/report/algeria/algeria-country-report-out-school-children-summary-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/algeria/algeria-country-report-out-school-children-summary-enar
https://www.udir.no/in-english/education-mirror-2019/special-educational-support-and-special-needs-education/
https://www.udir.no/in-english/education-mirror-2019/special-educational-support-and-special-needs-education/
https://www.norden.org/en/info-norden/student-finance-norway
https://www.norden.org/en/info-norden/social-assistance-norway
https://www.norden.org/en/info-norden/social-assistance-norway
https://www.schoolsinqatar.net/special-needs-schools-in-qatar/
https://www.schoolsinqatar.net/special-needs-schools-in-qatar/
https://visitqatar.com/intl-en/plan-your-trip/education/student-scholarships
https://visitqatar.com/intl-en/plan-your-trip/education/student-scholarships
https://www.qatarsocial.org/en/about/19
https://www.qatarsocial.org/en/about/19
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receive assistance extensive support extensive support 

Qatar Special needs schools, e.g., 

Renad Academy 

Scholarships, loans, 

need-based grants 

Counseling through 

Qatar Social Work 

Source: by author 

 

7. Critical Success Factors and Challenges 

This section identifies what works well and the main challenges, providing a comparative 

perspective. 

• Algeria: Success factors include high primary enrollment and focus on equity, per 

Education in Algeria - statistics & facts. Challenges include rural-urban disparities, 

teacher quality issues, and special education needs, per Educational Challenges in 

Algeria. 

 

• Norway: Success factors are high-quality education and equitable distribution, per 

Education GPS - Norway. Challenges include maintaining standards amidst global 

changes and addressing slight urban-rural disparities, per From rural to urban to rural 

to global. 

 
• Qatar: Success factors include significant investment and focus on international 

standards, per A New System for K-12 Education in Qatar. Challenges involve 

ensuring equity, managing rapid growth, and integrating diverse student populations, 

per Educational Challenges in Qatar. 

 

The following table summarizes success factors and challenges: 

 

Country Success Factors Challenges 

Algeria High primary enrollment, equity 

focus 

Rural-urban disparities, teacher quality, 

special needs 

Norway High quality, equitable distribution, 

inclusion 

Maintaining standards, slight urban-rural 

disparities 

Qatar Significant investment, international 

standards 

Ensuring equity, rapid growth, integration 

Source: by author 

https://www.statista.com/topics/9699/education-in-algeria/
https://brokenchalk.org/educational-challenges-in-algeria-a-work-in-progress/
https://brokenchalk.org/educational-challenges-in-algeria-a-work-in-progress/
https://gpseducation.oecd.org/CountryProfile?primaryCountry=NOR&treshold=10&topic=EO
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0743016718311719
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0743016718311719
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RB9248.html
https://brokenchalk.org/educational-challenges-in-qatar-2/
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8. Discussion 

 

    This comparative analysis reveals that while all three countries have made strides in 

educational access and quality, challenges persist, particularly in addressing rural-urban 

disparities and ensuring equitable resource distribution. Norway stands out for its equitable 

and high-quality system, while Algeria faces significant rural challenges, and Qatar's rapid 

growth requires careful management to ensure equity. These findings highlight the need for 

targeted policies to enhance educational equity and social justice. 

VI. Conclusion 

         This comparative analysis of educational equity and social justice in Algeria, Norway, 

and Qatar reveals significant disparities in access, resource distribution, and support 

systems, shaped by each country’s socio-economic and cultural context. Below is a 

synthesis of the findings and targeted recommendations to address systemic challenges and 

promote equity. 

1. Key Results 

A. Algeria 

o Strengths: High primary enrollment rates (97% in 2005) and efforts to 

prioritize equity in policy. 

o Challenges: Persistent rural-urban gaps in secondary enrollment (66%), 

underfunded rural infrastructure, and insufficient teacher training. Limited 

support for special needs students and outdated data hinder progress. 

B. Norway 

o Strengths: Near-universal access, equitable funding (6.9% of GDP), and 

robust support systems (e.g., 3.4% of students receive special education 

assistance). Minimal rural-urban or gender disparities. 

o Challenges: Slight urban-rural gaps in higher education attainment (e.g., 

55.7% in Oslo vs. 23.4% in rural Innlandet) and pressures to maintain quality 

amid global shifts. 

C. Qatar 

o Strengths: High investment ($4.91 billion in 2023), modern infrastructure 

(e.g., Education City), and gender parity (female enrollment exceeds males). 

o Challenges: Equity gaps in resource allocation, integration of migrant 

populations, and balancing rapid growth with inclusive policies. 

2. Recommendations 

A. For Algeria: 

• Rural Infrastructure Investment: Allocate dedicated funding to upgrade rural 

schools, expand transportation, and deploy mobile/digital learning platforms. 
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• Teacher Training Programs: Partner with international organizations to enhance 

pedagogical skills and reduce pupil-teacher ratios (currently 24:1 in primary schools). 

• Data Modernization: Update national education statistics and collaborate with 

UNESCO/World Bank to track progress on SDG 4 (Quality Education). 

B. For Norway: 

• Address Rural Higher Education Gaps: Expand scholarships and remote learning 

opportunities for rural students to bridge urban-rural attainment disparities. 

• Strengthen Inclusive Curricula: Integrate multicultural and anti-bias training for 

teachers to address emerging diversity in classrooms. 

• Global Benchmarking: Share best practices (e.g., decentralized funding models) 

through OECD networks to guide other nations. 

C. For Qatar: 

• Equity-Focused Funding: Introduce needs-based scholarships for low-income and 

migrant students to complement existing merit-based programs. 

• Cultural Integration Initiatives: Develop bilingual curricula and community 

partnerships to support non-Qatari students (70% of the population). 

• Special Education Expansion: Scale inclusive classrooms and train teachers to 

reduce reliance on segregated special needs schools. 

D. Cross-Cutting Recommendations: 

• International Collaboration: Establish a tripartite knowledge-sharing platform 

(Algeria-Norway-Qatar) to exchange strategies on rural education, teacher training, 

and inclusion. 

• Monitor Progress: Adopt unified metrics (e.g., UNESCO’s parity indices) to 

improve cross-country comparability and track equity goals. 

• Community Engagement: Involve local stakeholders in policy design, particularly 

in marginalized regions, to ensure culturally responsive solutions. 

 

CONCLUSION  

While Norway’s model exemplifies equity-driven education, Algeria and Qatar 

highlight the complex interplay between historical legacies, resource constraints, and rapid 

modernization. Addressing these challenges requires context-specific reforms, sustained 

investment, and global solidarity to ensure education becomes a universal lever for social 

justice. Policymakers must prioritize marginalized communities, modernize data systems, 

and foster inclusive environments where all students can thrive. 
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