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Abstract
The critical study examines the legislative frameworks governing freedom of
expression in Algeria s digital public sphere between 2020 and 2023. It analyzes the

law on the Prevention of Discrimination and Hate Speech (20-05), The Amended
Penal Code (20-06), the Executive Decree on Electronic Press (20-332), and the

Organic Law on Media (23-14) through a political economy of media perspective,
which views legal texts as expressions of power relations and the unequal distribution
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of control over the public sphere. The study explores whether these laws foster online
pluralism or instead reinforce state dominance and regulatory control over digital
media. The findings reveal a dual discourse. Legal ambiguity and broad notion such
us (Public Order) further enable selective preemptive censorship, thereby
constraining digital pluralism in Algeria.

Keys Words: Freedom of Expression, Digital Public Sphere; Algerian Legislation;
Political Economy of Media.
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