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Employing the French Orientalist anthr;pological approach in
historical studies of the Islamic West. ""Gustave Le Bon'" as an Example.
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Abstract

Western pioneers of thought among the Orientalists showed sustained interest in
studying the foundations and defining features of Arab—Islamic civilization across the
various stages of its history, driven by diverse aims and objectives.

They adopted approaches that ranged between fairness and partiality, depending on
the nature of the intellectual project to which the Orientalist belonged and the
motivations underlying his writings on the sciences of the Arabs and Muslims—
particularly those who employed the anthropological method to project judgments
informed by questionable background assumptions. Among them was the French
historian and philosopher Gustave Le Bon, who was regarded as a controversial
figure, in light of his theses, the multiplicity of his intellectual activities spanning
different fields, and the extent of their influence on societal ideas. His scholarly
productions were adopted as important academic references, given that Le Bon was
considered a global, multidisciplinary thinker and the author of numerous books and
studies across various intellectual and psychological frameworks. In addition, his
presentation of Arab—Islamic civilization generally revealed an objective method,
and his study entitled The Civilization of the Arabs was perhaps among the works
that received the greatest attention within intellectual circles, particularly among
Arabs and Muslims.

Through this research, I will demonstrate the importance of this subject within the
historical approach adopted in his book *The Civilization of the Arabs®* by
undertaking an analytical and critical study of its principal themes, identifying the
most significant allegations and inaccuracies into which he fell concerning Islamic
civilization in general and the Islamic West in particular, and clarifying Gustave Le
Bon’s view of the inhabitants of the Islamic West, considering the existence of
colonial ties between that region and Europe.

Keywords: Orientalism, Gustave Le Bon, Anthropology, Islamic history, Islamic
West.
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