605 ~584 o (2025 sy 02 230t/ 09 alorall Ay ) gl s

(19621954 3501 S 1 OUladdl > Gl sty by il 8680
The Algerian revolution and the strategy of guerrilla warfare:
Ambushes as a model 1954-1962
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Abstract:

This article addresses a military topic closely linked to the
military strategy adopted by the National Liberation Army in
confronting French colonial forces, and how it adapted to field
realities after the outbreak of the revolution in November 1954,
especially under the imbalance of power between both sides. The
leadership of the Algerian Revolution adapted a guerrilla warfare
strategy that targeted the disruption of the colonial forces, networks by
focusing, intensifying, and diversifying their firepower, and expanding
precise strikes and confrontations across various regions of Algeria.
This reflected a clear understanding and deep responsiveness by the
Liberation Army to the dynamics of the battlefield.

A key component of this was the use of ambushes, which were
effectively employed and based primarily on secrecy, surprise, high
firepower, swift execution, and tactical withdrawal. These tactics
enabled the revolution to achieve significant victories, particularly in
capturing weapons and increasing enemy casualties Moreover, they
had psychological impacts on colonial forces, which is an essential
aspect highlighted in the models analyzed in this article.

Keywords: Outbreak of the revolution — military strategy — guerrilla
warfare — ambushes — battlefield responsiveness.
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