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Abstract:

Algeria's cultural heritage is rich with many fundamental
elements and pillars. Among these is the traditional medical
knowledge that was applied to maintain public health in Algeria in
general, and in the southeast in particular. This was achieved through
traditional healers who initially represented what is known as
traditional or folk medicine. They also had an impact on the social
fabric of the local population, especially during the colonial period,
due to their high level of expertise, which allowed their practices to
rival modern medicine. This is what we will explore in this brief
scientific study by highlighting the most important roles of these
traditional practitioners in the Wadi Souf region and the extent of their
impact on the lives and conditions of the inhabitants during the
colonial period.

Therefore, based on the preceding study, this therapeutic
approach has undergone many changes in terms of its concept, causes,
and results. Furthermore, these traditional healers in the Wadi Souf
community embodied many social and religious values during the
colonial period, while also preserving this traditional heritage.
Keywords: Cultural heritage ; folk healer ; folk medicine ; diseases
and epidemics ; Wadi Souf.
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