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Abstract:

French policy in Algeria was tainted by a criminal dimension that
affected various areas—political, economic, social, and cultural—
aiming to violate sovereignty, plunder resources, distort identity, and
attack the very foundations of Algerian society.

The crime of attacking libraries and books is considered one of the
cultural crimes in colonial Algeria.

In this study, we will attempt to raise an issue based on the nature and
reality of culture in Algeria during the occupation period, to evaluate
French educational policy in Algeria, and to explain the reasons and
motivations that led to the attacks on libraries and books. These
questions seem legitimate to us and constitute a path toward
explaining the crime that struck books, libraries, and cultural practices
under the occupation.

The destruction of books and libraries is not limited to Algeria; this
presentation will also include other significant examples worldwide
concerning the destruction of books, both past and present.

Keywords: Crime, education policy, libraries, books, identity,
occupation.
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