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Abstract:

This article examines the legacy of colonialism as portrayed in Chinua Achebe's
final work, There Was a Country, providing a nuanced reflection on Nigeria's
past and present. By situating Achebe within the context of postcolonial
literature, the study highlights his significant contributions to anti-colonial
thought and the complexities of state-building in Nigeria. The article begins with
an overview of Achebe’s life and his role as a literary figure, followed by a
detailed analysis of the socio-historical context surrounding the Biafra War.
Employing a postcolonial theoretical framework, it explores themes of identity,
governance, and the failures of leadership, emphasizing how colonial legacies
continue to shape contemporary Nigerian society. Through a blend of
autobiography and memoir, Achebe’s narrative serves as both a personal
reflection and a critical commentary on the enduring impacts of colonialism.
Ultimately, this study underscores the relevance of Achebe’s insights in
understanding the intricate dynamics of postcolonial identity and the ongoing
quest for social justice in Nigeria.
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Abstract:

This article examines the legacy of colonialism as portrayed in Chinua
Achebe's final work, There Was a Country, providing a nuanced reflection on
Nigeria's past and present. By situating Achebe within the context of
postcolonial literature, the study highlights his significant contributions to anti-
colonial thought and the complexities of state-building in Nigeria. The article
begins with an overview of Achebe’s life and his role as a literary figure,
followed by a detailed analysis of the socio-historical context surrounding the
Biafra War. Employing a postcolonial theoretical framework, it explores themes
of identity, governance, and the failures of leadership, emphasizing how colonial
legacies continue to shape contemporary Nigerian society. Through a blend of
autobiography and memoir, Achebe’s narrative serves as both a personal
reflection and a critical commentary on the enduring impacts of colonialism.
Ultimately, this study underscores the relevance of Achebe’s insights in
understanding the intricate dynamics of postcolonial identity and the ongoing
quest for social justice in Nigeria.
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- Introduction:

Scholars have long debated the relationship between literature and its
cultural/historical locale of production. Many metaphysicals including Homi
Bhabha and Edward Said contend that literature, a consciousness and expression
of class contradictions in society, ask its readers to face their own communities
as interpretive realities of human existence. For this reason, postcolonial
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literature is a crucial medium in which multicultural global suffering can be
denounced and advocated for this basic human right an illumination of education
or equality for all is manipulated not just perceived from a western perspective.

One of the most influential writers in twentieth century was Chinua
Achebe the Nigerian voice of protest against colonialism. In his last book,
"There Was a Country" Achebe provides a nuanced analysis of the colonial
inheritance, evaluating both its virtues and complexities in building a state—in
Nigeria. This chronicle of Achebe literary works from 1958 to up to his death in
2013 indicates how a developing view on the part of his subsequent works have
dealing with African historical and political issues that are quite relevant for
today debates on national identity plus governance.

In 2012, Achebe published a memoir detailing the conflict he wrote
Things Fall Apart entitled The Biafra War (a horrific Nigerian civil war from
1967 to 1970). Combining memoir and reflection, "There Was a Country" is also
an astute critigue of Nigerian history and the causes of the country's continuing
chaos. Wielding the colonial legacy to defend himself, Achebe shows that
Nigeria's political class have continuously failed their people. It will require a
changed examination of our colonial inheritance to expose the same politics that
waylay contemporary Nigeria in what L.M. Leribe calls ‘colonialism on the
Lower Niger.

The book offers a scholarly investigation of Achebe's early life and the
romantic sacrifices--including the thesis bequeathed to writing to sacrifice his
scholarship-its way to capture passion. Intergroup conflict within Nigeria
continued to threaten 1960 independence as an unstable government took shape.
In 1967 the Igbos who were marginalized proclaimed that and that established
the Republic of Biafra, culminating in a generation laying known to the civil
war. This paper considers Achebe's early work as a significant landmark in
postcolonial literature, suggesting that through reading the writer we should
rethink the impact of colonialism: As illustrated by his writing. Postcolonialism
Is a lens that can be used to examine colonialism and other issues such as
politics and identity. To deliver an in-depth examination of Chinua Achebe's
"There Was a Country," the paper is organized in such manner that it follows an
organised method of historical review, literary criticism and theoretical
exploration. In the first chapter, there is a chapter wrapped up Achebe's context
postcolonial literature- a leading anti-colonial voice of it. The following sections
trace Nigeria's socio-historical backdrop and provide a sequential biographical
history of Achebe / an eye-witness narrative on this gestating national narrative.
Methodologically, this article uses a postcolonial theoretical framework that
permits more specific discussion of colonialism, identity and governance. In the
paper, the historical facts and literary presentation are mixed with order to
ascertain the implications of colonialism on Nigerian society with an emphasis
in Achebe's autobiography at long run. This holistic approach permits getting
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into the idiosyncrasy and import of Achebe's work in contemporary paradigms
around national identity and reality of post-colonialism.

1-\Socio-Historical Context and Theoretical Framework

This chapter discusses the broader social-historical context in which
Achebe would write his memoir, as well as the conceptual underpinnings that
would constitute. With an impeccable combination of history and narrative
technique, Achebe delivers an analytical but loving commentary on the Nigerian
story—a story of its pulls, and pains. This research hence seek to disentangle
these complex threads, tracing how and in which ways the historical register and
theoretical grounding of intersect to enrich the stakes of one of the most socially
salient and literary-evocative works.

1-Chinua Achebe: An Eyewitness to the Unfolding Tale:

Chinua Achebe was born on the 16th of November 1930 in the town of
Ogidi, an Igbo town located in Eastern Nigeria. His parents were the educated
elite of Nigeria during the British colonial era, his father- he worked for a
teacher within the Christian catechism system. He was originally named Albert
Achebe after going to college(7-8) This was not so much Africanization that my
education was initially in Igbo, then slightly after that in English, but instead
have engendered energetic ecstatic responses to his mother tongue of the cultural
grounding. He did very well academically and aspired to be upon admission to
the University of Umuahia, Government College, in his medical career;
However, not long after this his interests migrated to liberal arts, pieces of which
his first stories appeared( Achebe 19-28).

He went on to become radio talk producer at the Nigerian Broadcasting
Corporation in 1953 with its after of graduating a Bachelor Arts and went to
London in1956 for the BBC Staff School®. This he did at the behest of a literary
critic in 1958 when Things Fall Apart his first published novel (Achebe 33-38),
starting his career writing path as followed. Upon returning to Nigeria, Achebe
made quick rise in job of Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation ( later becoming
Director ) and he started/instituted the Voice of Nigeria in 1961 — rising through
the ranks fast. His was to include the national radio programs that are cultural
showcases as well as focus on Nigerian of national themes.

In 1966 -- 1972, Nigeria had a very strong political troubles which greatly
affected Achebe himself. Having been young Igbo military officers led coup, he
became a target of the new regime because of his opposition. This led to him
taking sanctuary in Nsukka, where he was employed as a senior research fellow
at the University of Nigeria. In 1967, the declaration of Biafra led to a deadly
civil war and Achebe fled to Europe and America. During this period, he
engaged in literary activities and gave lectures to open the eyes of his brethren
about Biafra (Seibert 265-67) Achebe never wavered in his conviction that
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literature and art were to be used as means to inform, not merely provide
entertainment, and important stories should inform for the benefit of man.
Alongside his celebrated novel, Things Fall Apart he wrote four other novels and
several children books all designed to influence young minds with his thoughts.
In later years, his own writings exhibit the acute and incisive understanding of
the problems of newly independent African States — in general and, in
particular the Nigerian rulers after independence.

In addition to his novels, Achebe penned an immense amount of essays
and short stories which appeared in the African Writers Series from Heinemann,
to Okike — Nigerian journal of new writing. His career peak was the 1983
publication of The Trouble with Nigeria, a scathing assault on Nigerian political
leaders. To this day, Chinua Achebe is known as "the father of African literature"
with Things Fall Apart being canonized and translated into more than fifty
languages (Msiska)(Msiska 401).

The legacy left by Achebe transcends Africa, immeasurably enriching the
literary landscape while also changing how other parts of the world view that
continent. He fervent supported African cultural essense andAutonomy; by
insisting, for example that Africans write about Africans(Moore, 30) (or rather
ourselves) or else give up such colonialist imaginings.

This still is a great inspiration to the writers and intellects (Eze 237;
Boehmer 238) of the globe; he not only fought for social justice but also to
defend cultural inheritance Achebe --old word -style wrote courageously into
profound oppressive racial mentality in academia best demonstrated by "An
Image of Africa”.

He is in The Norton Anthology of English Literature — highlighting the
need for his critical perspective. There is no doubt that Achebe's intimacy to
pivotal contemporary human experiences has ultimately ensured his wet dream
forever. An excellent testimony of this is the wounding thanks Nelson Mandela
shared with Achebe's books in his jail.[4] Zangwill: Achebe;s novel Things Fall
Apart was a significant event for the world condemned of African literature
(Boehmer 237-38) it happened after more than forty years if it is put into silence,
caused by a deep wound he had gone through Nigeria Civil War afore said; it
took Achebe time to write his memoir There Was a Country. He looks at war
devastation and the corruption in leadership. Influenced by his ma in memories
and struggle, he insists that silence and reflection are keys (Njoku 179; Cobham-
Sander 242).

He wanted to raise the voices of the Igbo people and open their history, in
order to be articulate on this war (Thelwell 37-38).

1.2- The Crucible of the Biafra War:

Nigeria in receipt of several problems with ethnic and religious war,
chronic poverty or inadequate infrastructural backbones. Having gained its
independence on 1 October 1960, the country has been walking a fine line
between three regions each one dominated by its major ethnic group. Under the
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north — where much inhabited by Hausa and Fulani, and ruled from wealthy
feudal emirates made it Islam, or northern major populated areas. The British
colonial administration furthered the status of traditional rulers, which resulted
in comparatively slower pace education in forming western oriented state in the
North as compared with the South where early exposure to the Yoruba by
missionaries had created a desire for drastic change. Westernization and
education to a greater extent was accepted in the Eastern Region, which was
headed by the tribe of Ibo. Even though Nigeria has never been easy life
postindependence; the country has come a long way in health & education and
hopped the reigns of vibrant entertainment industry (Parker 8).

Following Nigeria's independence, the first few years were a time of
political, economic and social chaos. This is the time of political vacuum,
poisonous corruption and ethnic wars; and the government was constantly being
shaken by a series of coups the years. The first, led by five junior officers of the
Ibo ethnic group and killed the Prime Minister, as well as a number of other
northern leaders in 1966. Lt. Col. Yakubu Gowon governor under Major General
Johnson T. U. Aguiyi-lronsi, on the assumption that he had ended the coup
which was in progress by both factions of Ibo and Northern groups, who's
subsequent clashes culminated in mass violence from which led to counter-third
coup killing Ironsi (Parker 8). Nigeria grappled with massive challenges of
regaining the economy and political stability after the civil war. Nigeria was
awash with oil in the late 1950s after oil reserves were discovered in Niger Delta
and oil bonanza was a reality of the 1970s which catapulted Nigeria to a major
player in global oil market with substantial wealth.

Nigeria, created 1914 when the British annexed territories from across
west Africa former colonies. By the time of its independence, it was looked at as
a fresh postcolonial state, with say a 45+ million people and billions of barrels of
oil. Sure enough, it has been plagued by challenges courtesy of British
colonialism (ethnic schisms and imposed centralized federal government).
Hausa-fulani controlled the north Yoruba controlled West the Igbos in th east.
Furthermore, there was an obvious religious divide with South (predominantly
Christian) vying sharply against North (the Muslim North Egbertlebrum). By the
mid-1960s the emphasis on ethnic loyalties grew and started the destruction of
postcolonial democratic structure which facilitated competitive competition for
state resources by the numerous factions. This contestation led to frequent and
messy federal/national elections with electoral fraud undergirding it. This is
what happened in the Eastern Region in particular as it was progressively
marginalised (Dirk 6-7). The first Igbos-led coup in January 1966 set off a series
of military ventures within Nigeria. Though the initial coup was quashed with
numerous officials, including the northern leader Ahmadu Bello being killed.
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Johnson Aguiyi-lronsi (Nigeria's most senior officer) became head state; his
succeeding drew hatred from North as a sovereign ruler. This culminated in the
counter-coup of July 1966 when Gowon was deposed by northern officers and
Ojukwu took over the Eastern Region (Ejiogu 99-132). Violence occurred from
June 1966 to October 1966 killing Igbos in northern cities and over a million
refugees poured into Eastern Region. These tensions led to calls for autonomy,
which was resolved in that, the independence of Eastern Region as Republic of
Biafra on May 30, 1967 just before the actual outbreak of Nigeria-Biafra War in
July 6 (Yerima 167-171; Dirk 7).

Federal military troops had some of the best equipment, although all
participants went through shortages in terms of money, people and training. The
FMG capitalised on its de jure status by referring to the violence as an
"Insurgency," which is presumably why it was able to get significant
international support, primarily from the Organisation of African Unity which
did not acknowledge Biafra (Dirk 8).

The FMG blockade of Biafra would later be noted as a critical early phase
in the war as it's deprivation of communication and trade ensured a sort of
regional isolation. Nigeria managed the blockade well primarily due to
international cooperation, and due to very limited resources Biafrans needed to
get arms through black-market routes.

Early 1968 also saw a change of currency in Biafra (Omenka 367-89).
Initially, the United Kingdom (former colonial power) was divided on whether
or not to take a stand but later backed the FMG partly for fear of losing oil from
Nigeria (as an ally). The US policy during Cold War was strongly influenced in
similar way against Britain and in support of secessionist state of Biafra (Hanson
244) Realizing the quantitative disadvantage of their military, Biafran leaders
shifted their activities to propaganda. Yet the want of governmental support in
this insurrection was so great that those enduring the military deficiencies of
their own cause many governments of the Global South considered it
illegitimate, because of their own separatist struggles. The OAU (Organization
of African Unity) that was supposed to support Biafra as another troup of
separatists virtually turned the deaf ear (Odife 243-248). This lack of response
from the international community was slow to begin, even as federal forces fired
on cities in Biafra. The offensive by the Biafran forces in August 1967 petered
out. Attacks were launched on minority ethnic groups in border towns and the
Asaba massacres remain a black spot on inter-ethnic relations (Bird 5-25).

With the full scale of the humanitarian disaster increasing, global outrage
mounted after Port Harcourt had been taken by federal forces thus sealing Biafra
almost entirely. The situation worsened, as there were very heavy traffic and
scarcity of necessaries in the Biafran lands (Nwoko 131-34) Western
missionaries rallied voices to this fight, reinforcing the cause that Biafra in its
major part was a Christian nation (and more and more isolatedly influenced by
Islam) Nigeria was Islamically related.
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The international humanitarian alarm was triggered by this narrative
(Nwoko 131-34). Increasing international pressure brought some nations into
official recognition of Biafra (e.g., Tanzania) while others lent secret support to
the secessionists. France tried to balance against Nigeria's hegemony with some
help, China with the Sino-Soviet split (Dirk 10-11). This aid though failed to
significantly alter how the war played out. The Battle of Airbase remained
military stalemate until about *69 in Nigeria changed its strategy and initiated a
military campaign. Ojukwu was out of the country by early 1970 and the Biafran
government surrendered on 15 January 1970 (Dirk 11).

2- The Emergence of the Postcolonial:

Postcolonialism, unsurprisingly is one of the messiest, and rather
convoluted theory around which only really started to emerge in the last few
decades. First coined around 25 years ago, scholars have had a bit of a hard time
conceptualising the term in any real uniformity. However, to some theorists, the
ambiguity is not a failing of postcolonialism but rather what it describes—it
must be broad enough to relent any number of critical registers, from
contemporaneous modes of perceiving colonialism. In short, postcolonialism
provides a general lens to ponder the diverse literary and cultural landscape not
only across borders, and this is a enduring notion which is doubly apparent
today, often caught up with "third world" and "postmodern,"” terms however,
some of which can be used to trivialize it (Mishra 377-78). The term
"postcolonialism” was coined to encapsulate a period in world history that
mirrored the views and ambitions of once-voiceless voices.

It rethinks critical histories that are based on conducting around colonial
hangovers. Sahed further elaborates, place and space are entangled deeply in
postcolonial literature (Sahed 227) showing us how language coupled with the
history experiences the culture impacts dislocation more fundamentally (as
commonly carried out by colonial acts). In fact, the root of colonial derives from
culture indicating a historically ancient linkage between habitation and
agriculture as well ("Colonial,” from "culture™). Originally it just meant people
who lived in an area or farmers but it later morphed into settlers of far off places.
Such a meaning change was an easy excuse for European nations to invade lands
with right to that piece of land This apt amalgamation of "colony"™ with
devastating colonization efforts made it easier for colonialists to invade. In time
"colony" came to signify aggressive settlements more than simply what it meant
originally and it ruptured indigenously articulated cultural paradigms. Such a
present-day sense reflecting at once the subtle and complex forms of
colonization, both traditional and postmodenn (Nwaozuzu 106-08; Mishra 379),
remind us that postcolonialism is half said. Postcolonialism” noun a portmanteau
of “post-" and “ism.” The prefix means a time after what has been significant

-575-



A. Djouibaand F. Djouiba

event, the suffix suggests a belief system of a theoretical framework. This
duality makes it difficult to understand today in modern English since it can
describe the practices derived from post-colonial or it could be an idealized
position (Mishra379; Rukundwall72).

Postcolonialism has been variously interpreted. A view considers it as a
space of possibilites that manifest after colonialism whereas other defines it as
an over simplistic theory without any critical mind and subtlety. This second
view might relegate postcolonial thought to a doctrinal righeousness that closes
itself off from deliberation (Rukundwa 1173-75). It can be controversial to say
postcolonialism is just "post-independence” or "after colonialism," as this fails to
account for the lasting legacy of colonialism. Rather, this begins from colonial
introduction in the very outset and combines these counter narratives (Sahed 21).

Postcolonial theory has numerous applications and extends across multiple
fields drawing from literary studies in conjunction with anthropologies and
philology, sociology. This new field created a nomenclature of its own, such as
‘abrogation’, ‘appropriation’, the "subaltern subject"and 'mimicry," which are the
foundation for postcolonial criticism (Burney 60). Postcolonial African literature
— Works by African authors written after the independence of their countries
and the consequences of the current colonial situation. As | mention above,
much of the writing gets right into identity, culture and everything around it
surrounding race politics and social justice but also embracing African culture
and flipping a narrative on its head.

Chinua Achebe, Ngugi wa Thiong'o, and Wole Soyinka among others
(Igba-Luga 92 93). The mid 20th Century African postcolonial literature aimed
to respond European expatriate authors, launched by the African independence
movements, were themselves producing stereotypes of African woman. This is a
genre that has African and European hybrids — the place where both the
bewilderment (African writers), forms its ambivalent emic (AsanteDarko 4).

(postcolonial countries) Hybrid 'languages’ mark the post-colonial,
reflecting an identity which has been fragmented through colonisers imposition
(Igba-Luga 94) Themes of political and social justice are abundant, many of
which bravely in their turn will write off successive African leaders as farce for
failing to deal with the plagues of postcolonialism. These may touch or stir the
literature Indian, Kenya (Kenweas) Nigeria and others pushed wood carved out
how they were. They were among his non canonical works foundational for
some post colonial theory writings were in fact, focusing on Effects of
colonization on both the psyche and for the need to be more revolutionary
(Rukundwa 1183-84). Culture, language and repression politics that inform
Fanon to an extent have been written by many guys such as Sartre, Homi
Bhabha and Edward Said, produced in Greece, Frantz Fanos foundational works.
How colonial languages such as English and French replaced native languages
before many developed an ear for the language but many languages dissolving
their cultures (Burney 60).
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A deeper study of Edward Said into Orientalism tackles how western
representations of the East are mechanisms of power serving to reinforce
authority via distortion. This ideology, he tells us was founded amongst others
by the necessity of colonizers to arm themselves knowledge to rule over their
subjugates (Donzé-Magnier 3-4). Shehla Burney says That the argument of
Frantz Fanon and Edward Said that the native elite is just other form of
oppressors helped, as a result women writers own voices like Jamaica Kincaid,
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak rose (Kincaid A Small Place S267Spivak[?].
Mihoubi 56 *A small place* of Spivak silences subaltern voice Kincaid *.

Homi Bhabha, one of the key figures in postcolonial theory, focuses on
redeploying cultural identity and hybridity. Imperial failure and thus
ambivalence

Bhabha's articulation problematizes the master narratives of colonial
power and is mired in contradiction.

Creating hybridity is said come through cultural encounter and thus new
identities as well emergent political movements against subordination
(Mostafaee 165). *Things Fall Apart*, a quintessential postcolonial novel is a
novel by Chinua Achebe that speaks on clash between traditional African culture
and British colonialism. Narratives remind us that colonial histories still disrupt
national cohesion and unity (Thamarai 05). Global literary landscape has turned
out to be significantly influenced by the postcolonial African literature, for
opening a dialogue on both cultural and political issues in Africa and providing
an enlarged voice through literary culture (Igba-Luga 94). Postcolonial theory
examines issues of nationality, ethnicity, race, and gender, shedding light on the
enduring colonial structures that shape modern social and cultural systems (Igba-
Luga 94-95; Burney).

3-\The Autobiography and Memoir Genres

Literary autobiography is a piece of writing about one's life as experienced
by oneself; the etymology from Greek is similar, "self-life" (rostislav7777.ru):
"autobiography". Little different but the memoir is much more personal in that it
concerns the author's past recollections, feelings, and experienced events than
their overarching life story (Smorti 304-305). They are Autobiographies | live
from birth to the end of first person on moment of writing. Regardless of whom
you write an autobiography, whether it's a celebrity or normal individual, and the
reason behind it to record life for generations upon (Smorti), imistorical(a), or
(reflective).

The form of autobiography is ancient; in its original guise it has been
found in parts of Greek and Roman historical writing from the time before
systemization, such as within the writings of Julius Caesar on the Gallic War or
the Confessions of Augustine of Hippo. Autobiographies have also gotten a bit
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more visible to today global society and now the examples include
Autobiography of Malcolm X, The Diary Of Anne Frank and Long Walk To
Freedom (by Nelson Mandela Smorti).

In this autobiographical genre, readers view human experiences from
individual lenses and interrogate those experiences on reflection. It remains a
crucial and esteemed literary genre till date (Fivush 3). Autobiographical writing
as a specific form is memoir, but not all autobiographical writing is memoir.
Memos are customized and nimble; generally speaking they fall inside the
temporal definition of their informal nature. In past most of memoirs were
created by politicians, militarists and businesspeople; they all recall their
professional life, not personal.

Modern memoirs are highly individual and hence dwell on what comes
out from specific aspects the life experienced rather than life as a complete story
(Smorti 305).

While an autobiography can read like a biography, seriously fact-checked
and extensive in its documentation, a memoir is a partial re-creation of some
memories that, although perhaps less dramatic, help in relating what one had
gone through because author himself had been there. Wayans reflects beautifully
on this in There Was a Country — much more than a history work, but whose
beauty of prose, with bits of poetry in it also indicates by Achebe's lived
experience alongside extensive research. This extremely woven story provides a
poignant firsthand account that indicts Achebe for his ability — making it an
essential voice to compulsory in the cultural and ethical discussions of today. As
an author with the authority, and Achebe as a man who had profound views
makes for perhaps one of the more memorable commotion on the world of
literature.

4- Conclusion :

In his thoughtful "There Was a Country: An Archipelago of Thoughts on
Nigeriato Colonialism," Chinua Achebe intersperses personal memoir, historical
understanding and cultural critique across Nigeria with a tapestry of colonial
fractures. Digging into the Biafra War and its cross currents, Achebe provides us
with more than his own narrative adding to the wider culture wars waged under
the skin of colonial rule. His musings about misgovernance and problems of
being pull at the heart strings, encouraging readers to engage with Nigeria's
hard-fought historical and present realities. The Nigerian-born Achebe reasserts
the importance of storytelling in the postcolonial world, stressing literature as a
means of bringing into focus questions of identity, justice, and knowledge for a
nation striving to come to terms with its colonial inheritance. He does so with
the grounded, more than autobiographical and momumental memoir-like prose
that most people writing about an increasingly traditional post-colonial world
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rarely are able to do. There Was a Country ultimately provides a chilling elegy to
the life of Achebe and testament to his life in ideas both, as well as cement his
place as one of the most critical voices in African literature. They make us think
hard about the histories upon which we base our view of today&39;s society,
and the lived consequences of colonialism on national identity and governance.
His thoughts just as relevant and timeless for us modern minds who struggle to
understand the complexities of life today, yet still call back to a shared history
that needs a reckoning.
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