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Abstract:

Throughout history, land has been a central axis of prolonged and
multidimensional conflicts, often serving as a driving force behind
occupation and colonization. In this regard, Algerian territory became
a site of intense confrontation between two distinct powers: Ottoman
rule and French colonial domination. Property ownership in Algeria
oscillated between the communal system based on Islamic
jurisprudence during the Ottoman period and the modern
documentation regime imposed by the French administration,
designed to assimilate Algerian land into the French legal and cultural
order.

To achieve this objective, colonial authorities implemented a series
of legislative measures which, while ostensibly administrative, were in
fact deeply political and ideological. These laws sought to dismantle
traditional landholding structures and facilitate the transfer of land to
European settlers. This strategy is best understood through a
comparative analysis of the land ownership patterns at the end of the
ottoman era and the profound transformations introduced during the
colonial period, in which land became a key arena of struggle between
a native society deeply rooted in its land and a colonial power aiming
to dispossess it.

Accordingly, this study seeks to answer the following core
questions: what were the characteristics of land ownership in Algeria
during the late ottoman period! What distinguished this system ? And
what major transformations did it undergo under French colonial rule?
How was land used as a tool of domination and social restructuring ?

Key words :

Land ownership - French colonial policy - real estate legislation-
land Confiscation - colonial settlement.
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