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Abstract:

Various archival documents on the history of Algeria during the
Ottoman era have revealed to us that Algerian women had an effective
presence in the history of their social and economic role in the
country, and their emergence as an essential element in society
documenting its various contracts in order to preserve its rights, just
like men. These contracts varied between what related to their person,
themselves, and their private lives, such as Marriage, divorce, and
inheritance contracts...Some of them are related to her economic and
social roles in her relationships with her family or community, such as
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gift contracts, the transfer of material rights, sales or purchases, or
receipts for debts or property that she stops ... Women were present at
the contracts, which were documented by the administration through
its judges in official records sealed in the presence of witnesses
according to the contract.

When thinking about studying these various decades, a set of
questions come to mind as problems that require searching for
answers in order to place this study in the template of social studies
related to Algerian women during the Ottoman era. Three main
problems have been identified for this study:

1- Did women preserve their rights through those contracts and
enjoy the protection of the authority during the implementation of
those contracts?

2- How were women able to have a social and economic role in
the country during that period?

3- Were women free in their various economic and social roles
through marriage contracts, endowments, and gifts?

Through a collection of judicial documents in the National
Library and samples of Sharia court contracts in the National
Archives, it is clear that women were keen to document all their
contracts and were keen to protect their rights from loss. The authority
was keen to protect these rights by documenting them by judges who
derived their legitimacy from Islamic law, which made These
contracts have a religious character, and it is forbidden not to abide by
them or violate them.

Keywords: Women; contracts; documents; marriage; divorce;
inheritance; endowments.
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