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Abstract:

This article aims to conduct a critical analysis of the observations of a
French astronomer who visited Algeria in 1731, within the context of
the prevailing Orientalism in 18th-century Europe. By examining this
astronomer's perspective on Algeria, we will assess the extent to
which it is influenced by pre-conceived notions about the Islamic
world, while also highlighting the role of the author's scientific
background in shaping his view. The article will address various
aspects, including the astronomer's biography and his work, his
description of the city of Algiers, the court of the Dey, his encounter
with the English traveler Thomas Shaw, as well as certain aspects of
social life in the city, in order to reveal the mechanisms through which
Orientalist representations of Algeria were constructed and
reinforced.
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