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The social, economic, and security conditions of the ancient Maghreb
region deteriorated toward the end of the fourth century AD,
especially after the revolt of the Moorish prince Firmus. Rome's
position in the region deteriorated, local unrest increased, bribery
spread among army leaders, and the empire split in two. Rome was no
longer able to fulfill its obligations to its allies, including Prince
Gildon, son of Nobile, who sided with Rome against his brother
Firmus.

After years of alliance with the Romans, Gildon realized the
importance of separating from Rome, which continued to demand
supplies and men, especially since Rome had failed to fulfill its
obligations to him. This prompted him to consider separating from
Rome and cutting off its supply of wheat, which it relied on primarily
for its food. This left it suffering from food shortages, and why the
Donatists allied with him. This article attempts to answer two main
questions: What prompted Gildon to rebel against his former ally?
And what impact did this have on the relationship between the
Romans and ancient Maghreb?.

Keywords: Firmus; Gildon; Rome; Ancient Maghreb; Donatists.
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