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Abstract:

This study examines the dismantling of the land tenure system and
its profound impact on tribal society in Algeria. Land was a
cornerstone of French colonial strategy, both in ideology and
implementation, particularly in relation to communal lands, which
represented a substantial obstacle to settler expansion. These lands
were managed within a self-governing and cohesive tribal framework.
To disrupt this structure, the colonial authorities introduced legal
mechaisms (notably the Senatus-Consult of 1863 and the Warnier
law of 1873 ) ,grounded in the concept of usufruct rights , these laws
aimed to erode tribal organization from within , destabilize the
extended family’s social fabric and advance individual land
ownership .

Keywords:  French colonialism , land tenure , tribal society ,
extended family , Warnier Law .
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