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Abstract:

Water is a living and sacred substance in the Holy Quran, and
God has blessed all His creatures with it and made it a secret of
universal life.

The subject of water has been of great importance in popular
beliefs, attracting wide interest from researchers and scholars, as well
as readers. The significance of this subject lies in its inclusion in the
field of inherited popular beliefs in Ghardaia region which situated in
the in southern of Algeria.

This research paper aims to explore the types and aspects of the
use of the vital element of water in Ghardaia's rituals, customs, and
traditions, as an attempt to understand the profound ritualistic nature
of this element in the customs and traditions of the Ghardaia
community. The research concluded, after serious investigation of oral
narratives, authentic sources, proverbs, and local wisdom, that water is
a fundamental element in the lives of the region's inhabitants.
Although these rituals have sometimes bordered on superstition, they
clearly express the reality of this community's customs and the
heritage of their ancestors, in which water represented the essence of
their customs and beliefs.

Keywords: Water; inherited belief; Ghardaia region; rituals; customs
and traditions.
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