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Abstract:

Abu Al-Muhajir Dinar, the leader of the Islamic conquest of the
Maghreb and the first of the conquerors to set foot in Central Maghreb,
Is an important figure whose life is shrouded in mystery, and whose
name is absent in historical sources and biographical records for
reasons that many researchers have studied. Most of what was written
about the man shed light on his command of the army, his conquest
strategy, and the conflict between him and Ugba ibn Nafi and the
death of this latter. Abu Al-Muhajir’s life prior to command remained
obscure despite its importance in understanding the early stage of the
Umayyad State, its general policy, system of loyalty, and the
beginning of the establishment and settlement of an African province.
Abu Al-Muhajir’s ancestry, his loyalty in particular, his status as a
tabii (one who met any of the fellows of the prophet Muhammad) and
his posterity are all matters that raise problems that still require further
research and exploration of narratives and interrogating and
analytically reading sources of various types. Such an endeavour will
help understanding the later stage of his life, that of government and
command, and explaining the successes he achieved. In this research
paper, we will try to trace the features of Abu Al-Muhajir Dinar’s
biography before coming to military power based on fragments of
narratives from Arabic sources.

Keywords: Abu Al-Muhajir Dinar; Central Maghreb; Umayyads;
conquest; loyal; narratives; Maslama bin Mukhlid.
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