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Abstract:

The Ottoman Turks recognized the effectiveness of the tribal
system in the rural areas of Algeria upon their arrival. They actively
sought to harness it in a way that served their interests. History
provides us with numerous examples of sheikhdoms that existed in the
central Maghreb before the Ottoman arrival. The Ottomans preserved
these sheikhdoms and even facilitated the establishment of new ones
to consolidate their rule and expand their influence, granting them a
hereditary nature. In this research, we aim to shed light on one of
these hereditary sheikhdoms in Ottoman Algeria, namely the
Sheikhdom of Zawaga, which flourished in the eastern region of
Algeria in the early 19th century. The affairs of Zawaga were
managed by the descendants of Azzedine, yet this minor hereditary
sheikhdom has not received sufficient attention in terms of study and
research. Through this article, we will endeavor to explore and
analyze all aspects related to the Sheikhdom of Zawaga.

Keywords: Ezzedine’s Children, Sheikhdom, the Zawagha, the
authority, the sheikh, the tribe,
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