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Abstract

AtdawnonMarch30, 1949, Husni al-Za'im launched the first military
coup in Syria's modern history, which is the second military coup in
theArabworldafterColonelBakrSidgi‘scoupin1936. Before the coup of
Husni Zaim, the two main political parties of the time — the National
Party led by President Shukri Quwatli and the opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) led by lawyer Rushdi Kethia—were in serious
political crisis. Other parties were also not absent from the political
scene, as the crisis led to clashes between the government represented
by Prime Minister Khaled Azim and Army Commander Hosni Zaim,
which led to a military coup against the legitimate government. After
the success of the coup, the "leader" issued a decision to confiscate the
property of President Shukri al-Quwatliand his son and exile them to
Egypt. On the night of 13 August 1949, a group of officers led by
Colonel Sami Hinnawi overthrew the regime of Hosni Zaim and
arrested him, his Prime Minister Mohsen al-Barazi and his special
adviser Nazir Fansa. In this study, the researcher tries to identify how
the leader dealt with the opposition within his government and how
the end of his regime was. The study found that the neglect of the
political leadership and its inability to manage the problems of the
army, in addition to employing the army in political projects for
political leaders, contributed significantly to the greed of military
leaders for power.

Keywords: leader, Syria, coup, opposition, military leadership
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