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Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the military policy adopted by Rome at
the end of the Second Punique War (218-2010 BC) in order to exclude
Hannibal from its territory and to get him to move with his military
forces from Italy and return to Africa. It moved the war to North
Africa by directing a military campaign led by Publius Cornelius
Scipio, who disembarked in 204 BC. He won allies in the region to
open a new fighting front against Carthage on African soil and allied
himself with Massinissa, who became hostile to Carthage, after failing
to co-opt Syphax, who sided with Carthage. The parties have fought a
series of bloody battles on Africa’s territory, in which Scipio’s plans
based on sabotage and espionage on the camp of his opponents,
sieging cities and others, together with his counterpart, Massinissa, led
to the fall of Syphax in the Battle of the Great Plains in 203 BC,
followed by the Battle of Zama in 202 BC. The latter resulted in the
defeat of Carthage, led by Hannibal, and its signing of the surrender
treaty.

Keywords: Scipion Africanus; Hannibal; Second punic war;
North Africa; Rome; Carthage.
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