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Abstract :

European travelers began to pay increasing attention to Mahdia
since the Ottoman period, especially from the sixteenth century, when
commercial exchanges between European countries and coastal cities
began, and thus represented the region a field for the ambitions of
major naval forces. The trips throughout the Ottoman period were of
exploratory purposes, some of which were of a military nature and the
other of a scientific nature, thus contributing to presenting a picture of
the various areas of the city of Mahdia during the Ottoman period,
specifically the nineteenth century, which a more accurate
understanding of the racial and ethnic ethnic diversity of the region, its
economic and commercial specificity, as well as architectural heritage
and local customs. The writings of travelers were credited with
introducing this coastal area. Despite apparent humanitarian goals, it
seems that the majority of these European travelers, particularly the
French, have contributed through their writings to managing the
foreign presence in the country through reconnaissance operations,
which ultimately led to the transformation of Tunisia into a French
colony in 1881.

Keywords: Mahdia, european travelers, ottoman period, heritage,
history.
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