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Abstract:

This study examines famine in the social history of Algeria
during the years of World War 11 (1939-1945) through an analysis of
a 1944 poem by the popular poet Ali Ben al-Sayeh from Djelfa,
treated as a historical and social document that complements colonial
archives. The research aims to show how vernacular poetry records
the lived experience of hunger, deconstructs its representations within
the framework of French colonial policies, and connects poetic
discourse with historical data on the colonial economy and society.

The study concludes that famine was not a temporary natural
crisis but the outcome of systematic colonial choices in resource
allocation and rationing policies. The poem provides concrete
evidence of economic disruption, price inflation, social violence, and
moral dislocation. It also highlights the value of popular poetry as an
alternative epistemic source that preserves marginalized memories and
deepens understanding of Algerian social history under colonial rule,
particularly in neglected interior regions.

Keywords: Famine, popular poetry,colonial policies,rationing system
(bon), collective memory.
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