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Abstract:

The records of the Sharia courts of the city of Constantine during
the late Ottoman era provide a clear picture of women's presence and
their interaction within their family and social environment as
reflected in various recorded transactions. Among these, wills were
selected for study due to the notable and distinctive presence of
women in them. Our objective is to examine the statue of women in
the city of Constantine first through their property declared in will
contracts before delving deeper into the study of their roles within the
family and the broader social fabric of the city through this type of
transactions. Accordingly, our work is based the following research
problematic: How did will transactions reflect women's ownership and
their family and social role in the city of Constantine? To address this
research problematic, we examined a set of sub-questions, most
notably: What are the origins of women testators, based on lineages
and data identifying them in contracts? We also explored the
beneficiaries of these wills, which were sometimes confined to the
family circle and at other times extended beyond it within the
framework of what is referred to as acts of charity and benevolence
Through these issues, we sought to explain and analyze the reasons
that led women resort to wills and, in certain exceptional cases, to
revoke them.
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So, it is a socio-historical study focusing on women as holders of
wealth and on how they directed its use at the family and social levels
in accordance with implicit, often unspoken objectives. These
dimensions are not explicitly stated in the contractual data recorded in
the archives. The study also highlights the importance of Sharia court
records as a historical source in challenging the stereotypical image
found in some historical writings, which tend to reduce women’s
status and roles to domestic service and child-rearing.

Keywords: women's, testamentary transactions, city of Constantine,
Ottoman era, Sharia court records.
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