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The role of African sultans in strengthening the status of
scholars and religious men in Islamic East Africa (6 AH-12
AD /10 AH-16 AD)
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Abstract: During its golden age in the Middle Ages, scholars and
prominent religious figures enjoyed a prestigious position in the
Islamic kingdoms of East Africa. Influenced by Islam and numerous
Arab migrations, the sultans recognized the importance of knowledge
and the necessity of having scholars in their kingdoms and emirates,
given their pivotal role in shaping public life. This interest manifested
itself in various forms of support, from building schools and mosques
for teachers to granting land and gifts to attract them. The sultans of
the Sennar Sultanate were among the most generous in providing
material support to scholars.

The interest of African sultans in scholars and religious figures
extended to integrating them into their centers of power and courts to
resolve disputes. This granted them pivotal roles, including the
appointment of the sultan himself, the issuing of judicial rulings, and
the dissemination of Islamic sciences and knowledge, as was the case
in the Islamic kingdoms of Darfur, Mombasa, and Mogadishu, as well

as in the Islamic kingdom of Kilwa, whose rulers maintained close ties
with scholars and jurists of the Abbasid Caliphate. This close
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interaction between political and religious authority in East Africa
contributed directly to a scientific and cultural renaissance, which
resulted in the stability of Muslim communities in East Africa and
strengthened their ties with the wider Islamic world.

Keywords: East Africa, the Islamic East, the Sultan, scholars,
education, society, politics.
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