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Abstract:

This study explores the significance of digital preservation for
archival manuscript heritage, using the experience of the Prince
Abdelkader University Manuscript Laboratory as a case study. It
analyzes the laboratory's current practices in preserving this legacy an
d its efforts to ensure its transmission to future generations. The
analysis encompasses various aspects of the project, from selecting
appropriate preservation strategies and storage media types and file
formats, to archiving and making the manuscripts accessible in a
digital environment.

This study sought to address three primary research questions :

1.What is the conceptual framework of the digital preservation
process for manuscript archival heritage ?

2.what is the significance of preserving manuscript archival
heritage within the digital environment ?

3.What are the essential requirements for the digital preservation
of manuscript archival heritage ?

4. What was the digital preservation experience of manuscript
archival heritage at the Manuscript Laboratory of Emir Abdelkader
University of Islamic Sciences in Constantine ?

To address these research questions, the study employed a
descriptive approach, utilizing interviews with several experts and
officials overseeing the digital preservation project at the Manuscript
Laboratory. Through the analysis of their responses, the study reached
several findings and recommendations. Most notably, it underscores
the vital importance of digitally preserving manuscript heritage to
ensure its transmission to future generations, while emphasizing the
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need to overcome the various challenges that hinder the realization of
this objective.

Keywords: Digital Preservation; Archival Heritage; Manuscripts;
Manuscript Laboratory; Emir Abdelkader University of Islamic
Sciences.
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