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The Community as an Inner Disposition: Charles Taylor’s Resolution of the Paradox of
Individual Authenticity and Collective Commitment
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Abstract: This article addresses the problem of individual authenticity and its relation to collective
commitment as one of the central issues in contemporary social and political philosophy. Charles
Taylor begins with his critique of the extreme individualism that assumes the self to be independent of
its cultural and social environment, emphasizing instead that human identity does not develop in
isolation but is formed through a network of dialogical relations and within shared symbolic and
linguistic frameworks. Drawing on the concepts of the dialogical self and the politics of recognition,
Taylor proposes an approach that integrates the individual and the community, viewing the latter as a
constitutive element in the formation of the self rather than merely an external authority. In this sense,
mutual recognition becomes a fundamental condition for achieving authenticity, while this perspective
redefines freedom as the realization of the self within a rich social context, providing a practical
framework for understanding cultural pluralism and reconciling common values with individual
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