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Abstract: The research adopts a sociological approach that views public space as a product of
intertwined social and political processes rather than merely a geographical area. It analyzes the nature
of social interaction within these spaces and their importance in promoting social cohesion, while also
examining the factors leading to encroachments on them.

This study aims to investigate the reasons behind the increasing encroachments on public spaces in
Algeria. It also seeks to provide an analysis of the negative effects of this phenomenon on individuals
and society as a whole, while proposing scientific and practical solutions to mitigate it. For this
purpose, the study employs the descriptive-analytical method.

The research paper concludes with several key findings, including: urban public spaces reflect social
interactions; encroachments on public spaces result from a combination of overlapping factors; such
encroachments lead to a reduction in areas designated for social interaction; there is a correlation
between rising poverty and unemployment and the increase in public space encroachments; and the
social transformations witnessed in Algeria, such as rural migration and unplanned population growth,
have contributed to changes in the patterns of public space usage and increased pressure on these
spaces.

Keywords: : Public spaces; social interaction; urban encroachments; urban planning; social
transformations.
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