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Abstract: This research paper embarks on an intellectual journey through the cultural history
of Europe prior to the 17th century AD — a century temporally marking the beginning of the
modern era — tracing the impact of the social, political, and epistemological transformations
that characterized the Middle Ages, and unveiling their hidden roots that nourished the
emergence of modern Western philosophy.

It is a bold journey of inquiry into the interacting factors that shaped the fertile cultural
ground, causing an intellectual upheaval that altered frameworks of thought, generated a
different culture that shattered the constraints of the familiar, and announced, with the dawn
of the 17th century, the return and revival of demonstrative reason after a long period of
dormancy, to begin producing sciences, philosophy, and values — those that constructed the
Enlightenment era, until modern philosophy, in all its lines and currents, with its
philosophical discourses, scientific theories, and liberating tools, became a philosophy of
awareness and freedom, captivating all souls yearning for change and liberation in modern
times and beyond
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