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Abstract: The provision of medical and health services to individuals and groups is a significant
indicator of societal progress. The delivery of these services is interconnected with a variety of
medical, psychological, social and cultural frameworks and pathways. These influences have created
different intersections between scientific fields such as health sociology, medical sociology, mental
health, health care as well as social service, which deals with many fields, including those concerned
with the educational, family, recreational aspect, and practised in the health and medical field through
what is known as medical social service. This domain of medical social work is recognised as a
significant applied field of social work, focusing on the provision of health and medical services to
individuals, groups or communities. It encompasses the assessment of the impact of the social
environment on patients, with the objective of achieving preventive, curative and developmental goals.
The ultimate aim of this field is to enhance the health status and quality of life of individuals. In view
of the importance that medical social service occupies in achieving the health of individuals, societies
and development in general, the aim of this article is to identify this branch of knowledge, the
problems posed about this concept, its relationship to some other concepts, the circumstances of its
inception as well as the historical process it went through, in addition to highlighting the nature of the
professional practice of medical social work, and the extent of its contribution to achieving public
health.

Keywords: medical social work; medical anthropology; medical sociology.
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