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Abstract: Qsar Ouakda in Béchar stands as a significant example of traditional Saharan architecture in
Algeria, showcasing a deep harmony between built form and desert environment. This study explores
two residential models within the settlement—Quled EI Ghazi and Ouled Mamoun houses—through a
detailed examination of construction materials, techniques, and architectural planning. The analysis
highlights how these homes adapt to harsh desert conditions, including extreme temperatures and water
scarcity, using locally sourced materials and passive design strategies for ventilation and insulation. In
addition, the study investigates the spatial organization and social functions of interior spaces, revealing
how traditional domestic architecture reflects the cultural values and lifestyle of the community. By
comparing these two models, the article aims to shed light on the sustainable principles inherent in
vernacular architecture and its role in fostering resilience and cohesion within desert societies.
Keywords: (Qsar Ouakda; Traditional Houses; Building Materials; Architectural Planning; Building
Techniques)
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